Press Toolkit for Girl Scout
Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awardees

Congratulations on your Girl Scout accomplishment! Use the sample press releases below and follow
these five tips to help you prepare a press release to send to local media about your Girl Scout accolade.

To think about as you draft your press release:

1. Using the samples included, copy, paste, and fill in your personal information
in a separate document. These templates provide a useful framework for pre-
senting your message in a way that is meaningful to journalists and newspaper
editors. If your press release is succinct and well-written, some newspapers may
choose to print it verbatim.

2. Your lead paragraph should be no longer than three lines in length. It should
provide the who, what, when, where, and why of your story. Imagine that read-
ers can only see the very first paragraph in your press release - what is the most
vital information for them to know?

3. Use colorful quotes from Girl Scouts or the troop leader. Quotes in a news
release shouldn’t repeat information that you’ve already stated; they should add
support to your story. Be sure to include quotation marks and list the person’s
name, title, and organization. For example: “We’re so proud of Sarah’s hard work
toward earning the Bronze Award,” said Jane Doe, leader of Troop 123. “The vol-
unteers at the animal shelter are especially grateful!”
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Please note that
Gold Award
candidates must
speak with a council
representative
before contacting
the media. Contact
communications@
gsctx.org for more
information.

4. Write in a concise, active voice and try to limit your release to around 300 words. Journalists always
use active voice (“Jenna won the award”) instead of passive voice (“The award was given to Jenna”).
Newspapers tend to be tight on space, so keep your release short and sweet, and don’t forget to proofread

before you send!

5. Include a photo with your release. Choose an action shot, if possible, and provide a descriptive caption

that explains what’s happening and identifies all subjects in the photo.

Where to send your press release:

Your best bet is to email your release to your hometown or neighborhood newspaper, blog, or online pub-
lication. Big daily newspapers and TV stations might not have enough space to print or air your notice,

but you can always try.



Sample: Girl Scout Bronze Award

CONTACT:

(First and Last Name)
(Email)

(City) resident earns top Girl Scout honor with (project)

(City), Texas—Girl Scouts of Central Texas (GSCTX) has awarded (city) resident and Girl Scout
(first name, last initial) the Girl Scout Bronze Award - the highest award a Girl Scout Junior can
earn. Girl Scouts who receive this award demonstrate achievements in leadership development,

project planning, and taking action to make a positive, sustainable impact in the community.

By earning the Girl Scout Bronze Award, (name) has become a community leader. Her accom-
plishments reflect leadership and citizenship skills that set her apart.

(Include two- to three-sentence quote from troop leader.)
(Name’s) project focused on (describe the project in no more than 150 words).
(Include a two- to three-sentence quote about what you learned by completing the Bronze

Award, how you feel about the impact it made in the community, or how the community
can support similar work.)

We are Girl Scouts of Central Texas:

Girl Scouts bring their dreams to life and work together to build a better world. Through entre-
preneurship, STEM, outdoors, and life skills programming, girls in grades K-12 of all backgrounds
and abilities can be unapologetically themselves as they discover their strengths and rise to meet
new challenges—whether they want to climb to the top of a tree or the top of their class, lace

up their boots for a hike or advocate for climate justice, or make their first best friends. Backed
by trusted adult volunteers, mentors, and millions of alums, Girl Scouts leads the way as they
find their voices and make changes that affect the issues most important to them. Girl Scouts of
Central Texas serves over 12,500 girls and almost 9,000 adult members across 46 Central Texas
counties. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, the organization has service centers in Bryan, Killeen,
San Angelo, and Waco. To learn more, visit www.gsctx.org.



http://www.gsctx.org

Sample: Girl Scout Silver Award

CONTACT:

(First and Last Name)
(Email)

(City) resident earns top Girl Scout honor with (project)

(City), Texas—Girl Scouts of Central Texas (GSCTX) has awarded (city) resident and Girl Scout
(first name, last initial) the Girl Scout Silver Award - the highest award a Girl Scout Cadette can
earn. The award represents a girl’s accomplishments in Girl Scouting and her community as she
grows and works to improve her life and the lives of others.

By earning the Girl Scout Silver Award, (name) has become a community leader. Her accomplish-
ments reflect leadership and citizenship skills that set her apart.

(Include two- to three-sentence quote from troop leader.)
(Name’s) project focused on (describe the project in no more than 150 words).

(Include a two- to three-sentence quote about what you learned by completing the Bronze
Award, how you feel about the impact it made in the community, or how the community
can support similar work.)

We are Girl Scouts of Central Texas:

Girl Scouts bring their dreams to life and work together to build a better world. Through entre-
preneurship, STEM, outdoors, and life skills programming, girls in grades K-12 of all backgrounds
and abilities can be unapologetically themselves as they discover their strengths and rise to meet
new challenges—whether they want to climb to the top of a tree or the top of their class, lace

up their boots for a hike or advocate for climate justice, or make their first best friends. Backed
by trusted adult volunteers, mentors, and millions of alums, Girl Scouts leads the way as they
find their voices and make changes that affect the issues most important to them. Girl Scouts of
Central Texas serves over 12,500 girls and almost 9,000 adult members across 46 Central Texas
counties. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, the organization has service centers in Bryan, Killeen,
San Angelo, and Waco. To learn more, visit www.gsctx.org.


http://www.gsctx.org

Sample: Girl Scout Gold Award

CONTACT:

(First and Last Name)
(Email)

(City) resident earns top Girl Scout honor with (project)

(City), Texas—Girl Scouts of Central Texas (GSCTX) has awarded (city) resident and Girl Scout
(first name, last initial) the Girl Scout Gold Award - the highest award a Girl Scout can earn.
The award represents outstanding accomplishments in leadership development and advocating
for others.

By earning the Girl Scout Gold Award, (name) has become a community leader. Her accomplish-
ments reflect leadership and citizenship skills that set her apart.

(Include two- to three-sentence quote from troop leader.)
(Name’s) project focused on (describe the project in no more than 150 words).

(Include a two- to three-sentence quote about what you learned by completing the Bronze
Award, how you feel about the impact it made in the community, or how the community
can support similar work.)

We are Girl Scouts of Central Texas:

Girl Scouts bring their dreams to life and work together to build a better world. Through entre-
preneurship, STEM, outdoors, and life skills programming, girls in grades K-12 of all backgrounds
and abilities can be unapologetically themselves as they discover their strengths and rise to meet
new challenges—whether they want to climb to the top of a tree or the top of their class, lace

up their boots for a hike or advocate for climate justice, or make their first best friends. Backed
by trusted adult volunteers, mentors, and millions of alums, Girl Scouts leads the way as they
find their voices and make changes that affect the issues most important to them. Girl Scouts of
Central Texas serves over 12,500 girls and almost 9,000 adult members across 46 Central Texas
counties. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, the organization has service centers in Bryan, Killeen,
San Angelo, and Waco. To learn more, visit www.gsctx.org.
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