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Dear Gold Award Recipients, 

Congratulations! You made it! You have achieved the highest honor in Girl Scouting. 

As a Gold Award recipient, you are a part of an elite group of women. Since 1916, Girl Scouts 
have been given the opportunity to earn this prestigious award, and those who completed 
the journey have changed their own lives and the lives of others in amazing and significant 
ways. The leadership skills, organizational competence, and sense of community and 
commitment that come from “Going for the Gold” sets the foundation for a lifetime of active 
citizenship. 

I see a very bright future for each of you. Today is a great day to be a girl. As a Gold Award 
Girl Scout, you know that you can become anything you desire to be and do anything 
you set your mind to do. As you make your way, it is my hope that you appreciate all the 
opportunities you have today and that you take your seat at the community leadership table. 
Say yes – to going to college, to traveling abroad, to running for office, to starting a new 
business, to anything that will make you happy and fulfilled. When barriers arise, remember 
that you are a Girl Scout. You have the courage, the confidence, and the character to tackle 
anything. You are prepared to change the world and we cannot wait to see what your future 
holds. 

Despite of these uncertain times, you have persevered. It is my hope that in many years 
you will be able to look back at this time in your life and celebrate your resiliency and the 
memories you made.

Always remember that you are very special. You are Solid Gold! 

Yours in Girl Scouting,

Paula Bookidis 
Chief Executive Officer
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Bold, driven, and passionate. Girl Scouts were changing the world long before women earned 
the right to vote, and today we continue to engage and empower girls to take the reins of female 
leadership and create a positive impact wherever their journey takes them.

A Gold Award Girl Scout is everything a Girl Scout should aspire to become. She exemplifies 
courage, confidence, and character. As rare as she is remarkable, a Gold Award Girl Scout is a 
true leader. Resourceful, thoughtful, engaged, and responsible, she recognizes critical issues in 
her community and welcomes the challenge to create meaningful and lasting change. A Gold 
Award Girl Scout’s impact is far reaching and knows no borders.

Denotes the achievement of all three Highest Awards: Bronze, Silver, and Gold.

Increasing Accessibility and Inclusivity within the High School 
Debate Community - Adrita’s time serving as team captain for 

her school’s debate team inspired her Gold Award project, Increasing 
Accessibility and Inclusivity within the High School Debate Community. She 
partnered with Round Rock ISD to create an annual debate tournament 
for first-year debaters to provide accessibility and quality competition 
to schools without an established debate program. Adrita then worked 
with the Women in Debate to improve their mentorship program by 
implementing an asynchronous curriculum that any mentee could access 
when they weren’t meeting with their mentor.

Aakanksha Mahajan
Austin, TX

GeoKids - Aakanksha’s Gold Award project, GeoKids, was developed 
through her fascination with geography. When she learned geography 

education was no longer prioritized in schools, Aakanksha designed a 
free, week-long summer camp for students seven to twelve years of age. 
Aakanksha created the program and curriculum, covering a wide variety 
of topics from all around the world—sharing her passion for geography 
with the children of her community. Taking it a step further, Aakanksha 
teamed up with Unite2Uplift to make her curriculum available to all 
through their website. 

Adrita RayChaudhuri
Austin, TX
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2021 Junior Achievement Alumni Program - During COVID-19, 
Anya’s peers faced mental health issues impacting their motivation to 

prepare for adulthood. Anya partnered with Junior Achievement of Central Texas 
for her Gold Award project, 2021 Junior Achievement Alumni Program, an annual 
webinar series and educational program for high schoolers focused on career 
advice, mental health awareness, and financial literacy. Together they facilitated 
discussions between one hundred fifty-four students from seven Texas high 
schools and twenty-two panelists. This program will be continued by the Junior 
Achievement of Central Texas, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas, Girl 
Empowerment Network, Mr. Corey Snyder of Austin ISD, and Financial Health 
Pathways of Texas 

Anna Marin
Austin, TX

Native Wetland Plant Shoreline Restoration at Lady Bird Lake - For 
her Gold Award project, Native Wetland Plant Shoreline Restoration at Lady 
Bird Lake, Anna fought to address the ecological restoration of wetland 
ecology in an urban setting. By partnering with The Trail Foundation, 
Anna was able to address the root cause of her issue. She worked with the 
foundation to create a new mini ecosystem of native plants ranging from 
Thalia to crinum lily creating a buffer zone near the shoreline helping to 
absorb some of the fertilizers and eroding soil from going into the lake.

Anya Kureshi
Austin, TX

Catelyn Cox
College Station, TX

Moveable Reading Nooks - Catelyn created her Gold Award project, 
Moveable Reading Nooks, for the families at Family Promise, a 

nonprofit organization supporting families experiencing homelessness. 
After learning about the negative impacts of disrupted learning, Catelyn 
worked to design, build, and stock a portable reading nook for each 
room at Family Promise. The reading nooks will be integrated into daily 
routines helping make reading a fun and exciting part of the kid’s day. 

Breaking Down Barriers to Equal Education in Dhading, Nepal 
with a Needle, Thread, and Knowledge - Cecilie was drawn to 

her Gold Award project, Breaking Down Barriers to Equal Education in 
Dhading, Nepal with a Needle, Thread, and Knowledge, while volunteering 
in Dhading, Nepal. Her project addresses the lack of available sanitary 
products for schoolgirls in the village of Dahading, Nepal due to stigma 
and dangerous cultural practices within the community. Cecilie’s focus 
is on assisting young women in becoming independent by providing 
Nepalese translated instructional materials to sew their own menstrual 
pads and manage their menstrual health.Cecilie Larcher

Austin, TX
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Dara Hawkins
Liberty Hill, TX

Fight for the Stars: Be a Knight for the Night - There is a severe lack 
of awareness surrounding light pollution and its effect on all living 

things. Emma created her Gold Award project, Fight for the Stars: Be a 
Knight for the Night, to combat that lack of awareness through education. 
Her dual-level curricula teach elementary and middle school students 
the cause, effects, and solutions of light pollution. By creating fourteen 
lessons with corresponding videos, Emma has created a succinct place 
for teachers, advocates, and parents to come one step closer to saving the 
night.

Cemetery Information Center - Dara’s Gold Award project, 
Cemetery Information Center, was a way to honor both the living 

and the departed while working to debunk cultural misconceptions 
regarding cemeteries. Dara partnered with the Liberty Hill Cemetery to 
repair damaged street signs for easier navigation, restored the damaged 
flagpole, updated the business website, and hosted a trash clean-up. 
Her restoration of the visitor’s center created a more welcoming and 
informative experience for guests. A map displayed along with signs now 
provide a variety of information from descriptions of historical markers 
to contact information. 

Emma Schmidt
Austin, TX

Angels for the Aged - For senior citizens with no families, days in 
nursing facilities can be difficult. To encourage community Hailey’s 

Gold Award project, Angels for the Aged, paired orphaned seniors with 
church families. Hailey partnered with local churches including Sierra 
Vista and nursing facilities such as Arbor Terrace to connect families 
with seniors to receive care packages and build relationships. Her web 
presence continues to bring nursing facilities and churches together for 
these senior citizens. 

Hailey Hawkins
San Angelo, TX

LGBT+ Mural in Downtown Elgin, Texas - Heather partnered with 
Elgin, Texas for the Gold Award project, LGBT+ Mural in Downtown 

Elgin, Texas. The bright and happy design features different gender and 
sexual identities to showcase the diversity of the LGBT+ community. 
Aimed at educating visitors of the diversity in the LGBT+ community 
a sign with QR codes link to the Trevor Project and the Human Rights 
Campaign. Heather created a short film with Bernstein Documentaries to 
showcase the mural, online resources, and the background of the project.

Heather Miller
Elgin, TX
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Janie Hudson
Austin, TX

The Future of Owls in Texas - Jane’s love for owls inspired her Gold 
Award project, The Future of Owls in Texas. She partnered with Travis 
Audubon to conduct research on the conservation and preservation of 
the Eastern Screech Owl in Texas, it was then that she determined a need 
for owl houses. After various designs Jane created a prototype, tested 
building materials, and created her own owl house kits. She hosted an 
in-person building session and created a step-by-step instructional video 
to guide others on how to make their own owl house.

K-9 Troop - Jillian used her Gold Award project, K-9 Troop, as a way 
to bring her local police department and community closer together. 

She became a certified K-9 handler, raised funds to start the K-9 unit in 
her city, and created lesson plans for any police K-9 and their handler 
to make special appearances. Jillian traveled to Poland and handpicked 
K-9 Officer Evo, who has completed his training as a narcotics detection 
dog. The Liberty Hill Police Department has announced their plans to 
continue and expand the new K-9 unit.  

Jillian Hamrick
Liberty Hill, TX

Karsten Bobb
Dripping Springs, TX

Relaxation Room and Mental Health Resource Center  - Noticing 
the rising concern regarding student mental health, Karsten’s Gold 

Award project, Relaxation Room and Mental Health Resource Center, 
partnered with Dripping Springs High School, Lead Nurse Mrs. Metzger 
to provide a safe and stress-free location where students can go to 
decompress during moments of panic, anxiety, or depression. Additionally, 
Karsten expanded her reach by creating a website, maintained by Mrs. 
Vannoy and the Peer Assisted Leadership and Service organization, 
Finding Joy, that provides students with advice on a variety of topics 
encompassing student mental health.

Veterans History Project - Kiara created her Gold Award project, 
Veterans History Project, to support the Department of Veteran Affairs 
in Austin. Kiara built a dedicated marketing website to increase veteran 
interview participation along with fully supporting veteran recruitment 
for the Veterans History Project. The Department of Veteran Affairs 
continues to sustain the management of the Veterans History Project 
and the recorded military stories become part of a permanent collection 
preserved at the U.S. Library of Congress to be used to educate current 
and future Americans. Kiara Kelly

Brambleton, VA
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Kimber Cation
West Lake Hills, TX

Empower Yourself! - Kimber’s Gold Award project, Empower Yourself, 
gives girls the skills and confidence to physically and emotionally defend 
themselves if necessary. Kimber designed and presented a basic self-
defense and situational awareness class to the campers, counselors, 
and directors at the Girls Empowerment Network summer camp with 
the goal of attendees gaining basic self-defense knowledge, strategies, 
and ability to identify potentially dangerous situations. Her curriculum 
is now being incorporated into the ongoing Girls Empowerment Network 
camps and her personal Taekwondo studio.

Resources and Support Families and Caregivers of Seniors 
- Lauren’s personal connection to a resident in a long-term care 

facility led to her Gold Award project, Resources and Support Families 
and Caregivers of Seniors. She researched the local, state, and national 
resources available to support families of residents in long-term 
care. Lauren then designed a digital PowerPoint with voiceover and 
corresponding pamphlets for facilities to share with caregivers and 
families of new residents. The pamphlets provide additional information 
to families including contact information and resources to help support 
the loved one during the transition. Lauren Rackley

College Station, TX

Leah Cairns
College Station, TX

Howdy’s Universe - Leah has had a deep love for both astronomy 
and Camp Howdy her entire Girl Scout career. This love inspired 

her Gold Award project, Howdy’s Universe, a to-scale solar system hike, 
physically at Camp Howdy, and virtually linked to a website containing 
different levels of information for each planetary object. Broken down 
by Girl Scout level, there are now signs along an easy-to-follow trail with 
a QR code and the name of each planet. Because of its online platform it 
can be used as an educational tool through quizzes, an online learning 
resource, or recreated at additional locations. 

Pathway to Success - Makenzie’s goal of creating a space for 
students to learn, release, and have focused fun before going back to 

class lead to her Gold Award project, Pathway to Success. Partnering with 
Wimberly ISD, Makenzie created a from-scratch sensory hallway in the 
Blue Hole Primary School. Geared toward students with short attention 
spans or those with disabilities who may struggle with fine motor skills. 
The Pathway to Success gives the ability to stand up and move around 
while subconsciously learning the alphabet. 

Makenzie Haston
Wimberley, TX
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Meagan Hernandez
Austin, TX

Saving Boxers: Volunteers, Visibility, and Fosters - Nicole partnered 
with the Austin Boxer Rescue (ABR) for her Gold Award project, Saving 
Boxers: Volunteers, Visibility, and Fosters. She created volunteer flyers 
with QR codes linked to the ABR volunteer sign-up page and created a dog 
fostering webpage, linked to the ABR website, complete with testimonials 
and advice for first-time fosters. Nicole made care kits to provide to foster 
families and collaborated with pet stores to create a coupon system to 
lower cost obstacles and make fostering more convenient.

Blazing a Trail - For the kids who come to Safe in Austin, a nonprofit 
that introduces children from all background of abuse, special needs, 

or emotional traumas to animals from similar situations, the freedom 
to be themselves can be difficult. For her Gold Award project, Blazing a 
Trail, Meagan partnered with Younger Homes to create a sensory trail 
at Safe in Austin. Maintained by local volunteers the trail promotes fine 
motor skills, problem-solving, and social awareness. 

Nicole Imming
Austin, TX

Oakley Arledge
Robert Lee, TX

Did You Know About the Monarch Butterfly? - Oakley’s Gold 
Award project, Did You Know About the Monarch Butterfly, brings 

awareness to the plight of the Monarch Butterfly. Oakley partnered with 
Heritage Park and committed to recruiting Girl Scout troops to help host 
a butterfly release at the parks grand opening celebration. She planted 
a Monarch Butterfly friendly garden at Trinity Lutheran School and 
encouraged individuals to help the Monarchs along their migration path 
by planting Monarch Butterfly friendly gardens to include milkweed and 
other nectar plants. 

High School Habitat - Many species of wildlife are going extinct or are 
vulnerable, even close to home. Olivia’s Gold Award project, High School 
Habitat, drew attention to the delicate ecosystem in her neighborhood. She 
partnered with Leander High School to create a sustainable environment 
to promote rehabilitation and conservation. With the help of her team, 
Olivia planted native trees and plants and provided animals with habitats. 
Her project will continue to be utilized through the educational placards 
provided throughout the habitat.   

Olivia Sponseller
Leander, TX
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Riya Komarla
Austin, TX

Notes of Encouragement - Natural disasters such as COVID-19 
often lead to depression and anxiety in children. For her Gold Award 

project, Notes of Encouragement, Riya partnered with the Salvation Army 
to deliver encouraging notes to children in emergency shelters suffering 
from the effects of COVID-19. She encouraged children in her community 
to write messages that would bring a smile to other children in need. The 
notes included encouraging phrases, drawings, and coping mechanisms 
that the kids found helpful during quarantine. 

Play for All Sensory Garden - Shriya’s Gold Award project, Play for All 
Sensory Garden, was inspired by her younger brother with Autism and 
the Play for All Park in their community. The sensory garden gave her 
brother a unique place he could be and express himself. Shriya partnered 
with the Parks and Recreation Department of Round Rock to bring a 
natural element back to the park by creating a sensory garden. This was 
her way of giving back to the planet while also sustaining discovering 
and learning through a new way. 

Courage Leather Key Chain for the BEE Community - Sloane’s 
Gold Award project, Courage Leather Key Chain for the BEE Community, 

addresses the issue of inclusion for adults with special needs in the 
entrepreneurship and working world. By creating a new product for 
the BEE Community, Sloane is promoting the inclusion of organizations 
outside of the normal stigma. She volunteers at BEE Community weekly 
assisting artisans in creating their items to sell. Each item they sell 
contributes to their overall revenue and allows their organization to 
continue to grow.

Shriya Patel
Round Rock, TX

Sloane Simmen
College Station, TX

Diversity Band - Soumya created a multicultural music experience 
and built a bridge between cultures for her Gold Award project, 

Diversity Band. With collaborations from Partnerships for Children and 
Lyndon B. Johnson High School, Soumya led a band of multi-aged children 
through the motions of becoming an Indian drumming band. Furthering 
her goal of inclusion, Diversity Band performed playing both Indian and 
African drums together. Her step-by-step instructional drumming videos 
will help future students make meaningful music through the integration 
of different instruments and playing styles. Soumya Patil

Austin, TX
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Vibha Velur
Austin, TX

Volleyball for All! - Through the theme of inclusion and sports equality, 
Vibha’s Gold Award project, Volleyball for All, made a real difference 
to the kids in her community. Partnering with YMCA, Vibha hosted 
team practices, all-skills camp, and a tryout camp to bridge the gap for 
those who wouldn’t have the opportunity to learn the basics otherwise. 
Her lesson plans included warm-ups, drill ideas for all skill levels and 
numbers, complete with diagrams and visualizations. Her website offers 
free resources on how to train and condition along with helpful advice for 
anyone looking to try volleyball.

Young Abilities—Creating Extracurricular Opportunities for Students 
with Disabilities - Discovering that students in special education programs 

do not get the same opportunities as mainstream students in education, Vishali 
created her Gold Award project, Young Abilities—Creating Extracurricular 
Opportunities for Students with Disabilities. Partnering with the University of the 
Incarnate Word Girls in Engineering, Math and Science program and Girls Inc. 
of San Antonio, Vishali created curriculum and training resources and hosted 
multiple robotics camps. Specially trained volunteers worked directly with 
students to build a robot with step-by-step instructions and her curriculum will 
be used by the partnering organizations as they continue to expand the Young 
Abilities program.  

Vishali Baker
Cedar Park, TX

Zoe Lynch
Austin, TX

Open Water Safety Education 2021 - As a competitive swimmer 
Zoe’s Gold Award project, Open Water Safety Education 2021, combined 

her love for the water and passion for art. Zoe partnered with non-profit, 
Colin’s Hope to create an open water safety educational Public Service 
Announcement. Her curriculum is available in both English and Spanish 
and covers topics on how to survive a rip current, how to stay safe in open 
water, how to know their skills, and not to succumb to peer pressure. 



Emilia Danielle Luongo Schmidt

Emma,

We couldn’t be more proud of you and 
all your accomplishments. Your work on 
your Silver and Gold Awards has led you 
to your study of how to make cities more 
sustainable as a civil engineer. It’s been so 
much fun to watch you grow and learn!

Having sold over 17,000 boxes of Girl Scout 
cookies over the last decade is a testament 
to your dedication, perseverance, and drive 
to meet your personal and troop goals. 
Additionally, you have donated thousands 
of these boxes to various charities, 
hospitals, and community groups along 
the way, spreading joy and love with each 
box.

Your drive for excellence was evident in all 
you did for your Girl Scout friends, troop, 
service unit, and council. You have been a 
leader in Girl Scouts since your first days 
as a Brownie in Troop 145. You took charge 
and led by example and with excellence! 
You lent a helping hand to your troop 
leaders and always took advantage of the 
many opportunities available.

We can’t wait to see how you keep making 
the world better. Fortes fortuna iuvat!

With the greatest love and admiration,
Mom, Dad, Walton, Grandma, 

and John John





  



 

Your bronze award for starting a library and having books in every room for the 
San Angelo Early Childhood Center led to you speaking with people having 
garage sales every weekend for over a year.  You shared the importance of 
helping our communities’ children by blessing them with their books and 
sharing the need with the local library to continue to donate books as they are 
uncommissioned.   

For your silver award, you wanted to help feed the homeless.  After speaking 
with the Concho Valley Food Bank, they really needed a website and did not 
need help distributing food.  It was not what you originally intended, but what 
was truly needed. You learned that volunteering and giving back are not always 
what we want to do; it is what needs to be done. You learned how to type and 
build websites because that was the need.  Proud doesn’t do justice for the 
time and effort you put into helping this organization and those they serve. 

To the pinnacle award of Girl Scouts, your gold award, Angels for the Aged, was 
built with so much love and compassion for our most vulnerable population, 
our orphaned elderly seniors.  I know the life stories and love from these 
seniors, nursing homes, and churches will always stay with you. 

You have grown into a very impressive young lady, and we are very proud of 
you.  Go into the world and continue to share your loving spirit while making 
opportunities for yourself and others.  We are always by your side. 

Love you, Always, 

Mom and Dad 

 

Hailey, 

I still remember the day your sweet, five-year-old face looked at 
the wall in the girl scout house and saw the pictures of the gold 
award recipients, and you said, “Mommy, I’m going to be on the 
wall too.”  Today you have achieved your first big goal.  Your Dad 
and I are so blessed to have been able to watch you grow, learn 
and summit every girl scout journey.  You are the essence of a true 
girl scout and show to this day the power of one, team, and 
community in all that you do.  From daisy to ambassador, you have 
given our lives purpose and been our biggest blessing.   

You had most of your first life experiences in girl scouts (Troop 
5131).  You learned to plant gardens; perfected a sales pitch, even 
in the bitter cold; worked with Food 4 Kids; got your scuba diving 
license; left the country to save sea turtles; and learned the 
importance of volunteering is the true meaning of community.  We 
hope you take those memories and experiences to achieve all your 
dreams and goals.    

You found true community needs for each phase of your biggest 
girl scout projects and showed us how giving, and big your heart is 
for others.  You learned as much as you gave, and we are so proud 
of what you do to help others, even when there is no award. 

 

HHAAIILLEEYY  HHAAWWKKIINNSS  



Oakley,

We are so proud of 
your accomplishments!  
Congratulations on 
earning your Gold Award!  

We love you!  

Mom, Dad, NaNa and 
Papa



Jillian, 
 
You are that girl who will never let a door slam 
in your face! You are brave, strong and can 
persevere through adversity, We can't wait to 
see what the future holds for you. 

Love Mom and Dad

Congratulations 
to the 2021-2022 

GSCTX Gold Award 
Girl Scouts!

We are so proud of you! 
- GSCTX Board of Directors



Gold Award Committee

Staff

Wendy Riley
Program Manager, GSCTX

Volunteers

Kathy Beifuss

Doug Brown

Jessica Edwards

Jessica Ewing

Wanda Jean Freeze 

Nicole Payne

Elizabeth Poprik

Carina Reason

Sadia Rodriguez

Kay Simmons

Amy Wallquist

Congratulations 
to the 

2021-2022 GSCTX 
Gold Award 
Girl Scouts!






