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Dear Gold Award Recipients,
Congratulations! You made it! You have achieved the
highest award in Girl Scouting.
As a Gold Award recipient, you are a part of an elite group
of women. Since 1916, Girl Scouts have been given the
opportunity to earn this prestigious award, and those who
completed the journey have changed their own lives and
the lives of others in amazing and significant ways. The
leadership skills, organizational competence, and sense
of community and commitment that come from “Going
for the Gold” sets the foundation for a lifetime of active
citizenship.
I see a very bright future for each and every one of you.
Today is a great day to be a girl. While there is still a long
way to go to achieve total equality, there has been no better
time to be a girl. As a Gold Award Girl Scout, you know
that you can become anything you desire to be and do
anything you set your mind to do. As you make your way,
it is my hope that you appreciate all the opportunities you
have today and that you take your seat at the community
leadership table. Say yes – to going to college, to traveling
abroad, to running for office, to starting a new business,
to anything that will make you happy and fulfilled. When
barriers arise, remember that you are a Girl Scout. You have
the courage, the confidence, and the character to tackle
anything. You are prepared to change the world and we
cannot wait to see what your future holds.
Always remember that you are very special. You are
Solid Gold!
Yours in Girl Scouting,

Lynelle McKay
Chief Executive Officer
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Gold Award Recipients
Bold, driven, and passionate. Girl Scouts were changing the world long before women earned the
right to vote, and today we continue to engage and empower girls to take the reins of female leadership,
and create a positive impact wherever their journey takes them.
A Gold Award Girl Scout is everything a Girl Scout should aspire to become. She exemplifies courage,
confidence, and character. As rare as she is remarkable, a Gold Award Girl Scout is a true leader.
Resourceful, thoughtful, engaged, and responsible, she recognizes critical issues in her community and
welcomes the challenge to create meaningful and lasting change. A Gold Award Girl Scout’s impact is far
reaching and knows no borders.
Denotes the achievement of all three Highest Awards: Bronze, Silver, and Gold.

Madison Alexander
Confuse, Don’t Abuse

Phoebe Anderson
Zoo Conservation Day
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After witnessing students pull harmful and dangerous senior pranks, Madison decided
to create an awareness program to demonstrate practical jokes can be accomplished
in a way that is safe and enjoyable for all individuals involved. With her project, Confuse,
Don’t Abuse, Madison created resources for her peers, which highlight examples of
senior pranks and practical jokes, that also follow safety guidelines. The project will be
sustained by students in Hays CISD and youth organizations in Hays County. Madison
also planned her school’s first ever ‘Give Back Day’, where the student body provided a
surprise breakfast for the school’s teachers and staff. This event took the place of the
originally-planned senior class prank. Madison says the words of the Girl Scout Law, to
respect authority and to leave the world a better place, have shaped her outlook on life,
and her Gold Award project. Though she is unsure what college she will attend upon
graduation, Madison plans to study computer and electrical engineering.
With her project, Austin Zoo Conservation Day, Phoebe tackled the source of ecological
problems across the United States – drought. Phoebe was stunned to learn 60% of
Texas was experiencing drought, yet 70% of residential water usage was attributed to
maintaining green lawns and landscapes. Partnering with the Austin Zoo and two master
gardeners from Travis County, Phoebe began her work to educate the community on
responsible water consumption. Over two years, Phoebe collaborated with the Austin
Zoo to provide education for their patrons through informational conservation fairs,
brochures, and entertaining programs for children. She also created weather-proof,
limestone signs to identify the drought-resistant plants at the Austin Zoo. She hopes
these signs will prompt the community to swap in their water-guzzling landscapes for
equally beautiful, low water-consumption plants. Upon graduation in May, she hopes
to attend college to study neuroscience, and is specifically interested in how she can
alleviate psychological conditions in trauma patients.

Victoria Benavides

Victoria Benavides developed an interest in poetry when she was in the eighth grade.
As she entered high school, she noticed a weak presence of after-school art programs.
Wanting to give her peers a creative outlet, Victoria began her Gold Award in her junior
year, the Westlake Slam Poetry Club, to teach students public speaking skills, critical
thinking, writing, criticism, and overall confidence. Members of the club have competed
on a national level and have given public performances within the Westlake community,
and downtown Austin. Victoria has not only facilitated the Slam Poetry Club, but has
served as a teacher, mentor, and coach to the 300+ participants. She says that this
experience has opened her eyes to the power and impact you can have on those around
you, simply by sharing your passion. Victoria plans to pursue a career in advertising and
marketing and has already begun interning with a cosmetic company in New York City.

Westlake Slam Poetry Club

Emily Bowlin

With a passion for reading and a desire to give back, Emily teamed up with the Lost
Pines Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and the Bastrop Public Library to create her
project, Storytelling to Seniors. Emily acknowledged local dementia patients did not
have many visitors, nor many programs specific to dementia residents. Through her
program, she developed a rotating schedule of local families to read to a group of
dementia patients twice a week. Emily created a training session with a training booklet
to lead her readers through potential scenarios, explaining what they would be doing,
and why it was important. Emily was thrilled to be able to send her program information
to other nursing homes in the Austin area, throughout Texas, and into Wisconsin. She
is happy to hear her program is ongoing, and she hopes to see it spread to help others.
Emily is currently enrolled at Texas A&M University, where she is planning to earn her
bachelor’s degree in dance science, with a master’s degree in sports pedagogy.

Storytelling to Seniors

Zoe Brewer

Homecoming Week at high schools in Texas is always a big event. From dressing up
to pep rallies, it’s a time of comradery and fun. After noticing the significant financial
barrier keeping many girls in her high school from participating in homecoming week
festivities, Zoe combined her roles as a Girl Scout and student body president to lead
Project Homecoming, a Texas-wide initiative to collect and distribute free Homecoming
dresses and mums to any girl who needed them. Following the project’s first year, Zoe
was able to gift over 130 dresses and 50 mums to the students of Cedar Ridge High
School, and she ensured the project would spread to many other schools across the
State of Texas. Throughout her own time at Cedar Ridge, Zoe enjoyed serving as captain
of the varsity water polo team, president of the speech and debate team, and viola
section leader in Varsity Orchestra. She will be attending Harvard University in the fall to
study statistics and government.

Project Homecoming

Jordyn Buckland
Therapy Through Fun

According to Jordyn, the Play for All Abilities Park in Round Rock is one of the few places
in Central Texas where patrons of all ages and abilities can play together. It is a no
barriers park, which allows people of every age and circumstance to enjoy the facilities.
Partnering with the Round Rock Parks and Recreation Department and the Rotary Club
of Round Rock Sunrise, Jordyn developed her Gold Award project, Therapy Through
Fun, an exercise program based around the park equipment that could be used to
conduct physical and occupational therapy. Her goal was to help people replace or
supplement their expensive private therapy programs using the free park facilities. As
part of the project, she created a mobile friendly website, which she shared locally and
with other parks around the country. Jordyn has just completed her first year studying
Motion Design at the Ringling College of Art and Design in Sarasota, Florida, and aspires
to one day work in the film industry.
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Kaylen Buschhorn
Camp Bluebonnet

Kavyaa Choudhary

Kaylen has been a member of Girls Scouts since Kindergarten. Kaylen conceptualized
the idea for her project while volunteering at Camp Bluebonnet, a camp for children with
diabetes. Working with the medical education staff teaching campers about the medical
aspects of diabetes, she noticed the children in the session were fidgety and bored. It
occurred to her these information sessions were more like school and less like camp. For
her Gold Award project, Camp Bluebonnet MedEd 2.0, Kaylen worked with healthcare
professionals to develop games to get the campers up and active while learning. The
games were a success and have been accessed by other camps and organizations via
the Games for Diabetic Children website. Kaylen plans to attend McDaniel College in
Westminster, Maryland where she has been selected as a Presidential Scholar, member
of the Honors College, and will play Varsity Lacrosse. She plans to study graphic design
and sports marketing.
Shocked by the realization that some of her favorite foods contained harmful chemicals,
Kavyaa knew something had to change, so she created an initiative, No Chemicals Now,
focused on children’s nutrition. Researching various chemicals commonly found in
popular children’s food, Kavyaa developed an easy-to-comprehend presentation geared
towards young children. Speaking to over 200 elementary kids, Kavyaa explained how
to check ingredient labels, to be aware of chemical additives in their food, and how
those chemicals can affect their health. Most importantly, she encouraged the idea
they are old enough to take charge of what they put in their body. It was gratifying to
Kavyaa to see how these children truly understood her message, and she has extended
this project by creating a website to reach a broader audience. Kavyaa feels Girl Scouts
has helped develop her unique voice, and she hopes to continue this as she attends
The University of Texas at Austin to double major in Plan II Honors and Biology.

No Chemicals Now

Jackie Doss

Jackie’s passion for agriculture prompted her desire to educate others on the benefits
of gardening. Jackie’s project, Raised Garden Beds, began with the construction of
four raised garden beds. She then worked to develop educational workshops, where
she taught students and community members how to plant and maintain their own
gardens. Because of her project, East View High School students now have the resources
to continue growing their own plants. The students will use the plants to sell for annual
fundraisers, classroom experiments, and as projects through the Future Farmers of
America (FFA), where they can win awards and scholarships. The East View FFA chapter
will sustain the garden beds and continue to use them to educate the community on
how everyone can also benefit from gardening. Jackie recently finished her first year at
Texas A&M University where she is studying Agriculture Business.

Raised Garden Beds
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Harley Ekrut
Saving the Monarchs

Three years ago, a large hurricane struck Mexico, disrupting many of the ecosystems
throughout the country. Learning about the destruction left in the wake of the storm,
Harley knew she had to act. Connecting with a key volunteer for the World Wildlife
Foundation, Harley discovered the storm had struck the Monarch Butterflies’ ecosystem,
leaving the population dangerously low. This inspired Harley to begin her project,
Saving the Monarchs. Harley set to work raising caterpillars. Using gardening skills,
cultivated while earning her Bronze award, Harley grew milkweed for the insects to eat,
and recruited the neighborhood children to help her tend to them. She then created
a butterfly garden on her school grounds and developed material to teach her peers
about the importance of protecting ecosystems. Harley is passionate about working
with people, and she plans to attend West Texas A&M University to become a labor and
delivery nurse.

Annie Freudenburg

Annie’s love for animals and the outdoors influenced her to focus her project on creating
a beautiful and functional installment for her community. Through her Gold Award
project, Butterfly Garden, Annie planned and developed a habitat for the endangered
monarch butterflies at Community First Village, an organization which provides homes
and jobs to many homeless people in the Austin area. Annie wanted to give the residents
a place to rest and relax, pray, or simply clear their minds, while also benefitting the
declining population of butterflies. Additionally, the residents of Community First will
be able to take ownership of her project, by sustaining the garden through watering
the plants and clearing debris to keep her project in the best condition. Annie just
completed her freshman year at Texas A&M University, where she is a member of Zeta
Tau Alpha Sorority, and volunteers with Big Brother, Big Sister. She is working towards a
degree in community health and plans to become an occupational therapist.

Butterfly Garden

Isabelle Galko
Sunburnt Coral

After learning the chemicals in sunscreen are a mass contributor to coral destruction,
Isabelle focused her Gold Award project, Harmful Effects of Sunscreen on Coral Reefs,
to protect some of the most vulnerable ecosystems in the world – coral reefs. Traveling
to Key Largo, Florida, Isabelle filmed and produced a documentary to educate others
about the effects of sunscreen on reef health. In addition, Isabelle teamed up with
Families in Nature, a local ecology non-profit organization, to interview experts about the
impacts of bleached reefs. Bringing her project back home, Isabelle’s film was shown
at Alamo Drafthouse Theaters in Austin to a full house. Her documentary also aired in
Houston, Dallas, and will be shown annually by Families in Nature, which has a 500+
member network. Isabelle’s film has been endorsed by environmental organizations
and shared by multiple reef organizations. It is Isabelle’s hope her film will spark simple
behavioral changes, to improve the health of our reefs. Isabelle plans to pursue a major
in biochemistry as a President’s Scholar at Southern Methodist University in the fall.

Charities Awareness

Through her project Ronald McDonald House Charities Awareness, Jamie created an
educational documentary to explain how Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC)
aids families across the world. RMHC provides food, care, love, and lodging for the
families of hospitalized children, though many people are unaware of this service.
Jamie’s film follows the story of one family utilizing the services of RMHC in Bryan/
College Station, and will be used globally as a tool to raise awareness about RMHC
and explain why it is beneficial for families in these situations. Jamie has arranged for
the film to be shown across America, as well as, in other countries. Ronald McDonald
House Charities is active in more than 60 countries and regions across the globe, Jamie
hopes her film will encourage families to utilize the services of the organization to find
basic comforts in stressful and uncertain circumstances. Jamie’s dream is to skate for
Disney on Ice, and to graduate from The University of Texas at Arlington with a Degree
in Sports Psychology.

Neha Irrinki

Neha grew up with a soft spot for animals, but never had a pet of her own. This inspired
her Gold Award project, “PawScape.” Partnering with the Texas Humane Heroes Animal
Shelter, Neha built a series of agility equipment for the dogs to exercise and play on,
reducing the risk of stress and boredom for the animals. Throughout her project, Neha
filmed videos to provided step-by-step instructions on how to build the equipment,
and these resources are available on the website and Facebook page she created.
Additionally, she educated younger troops about the importance of her Gold Award
project and distributed informational flyers around her community. Her project has, and
will continue to, help many dogs and adopters, as the dogs had a refreshing source of
entertainment, and the adopters received a trained dog. Neha will graduate from Round
Rock High School in 2018 and plans to pursue a degree in business at the University of
Texas at Austin.

Jamie Hathaway

PawScape
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Not #Metoo

Kristen Jones, a Girl Scout Ambassador who has spent her whole life in the organization,
understands that she has the duty to speak out and take action against injustices. As
a Gold Award Girl Scout, Kristen has demonstrated her ability to engage individuals
in tough, but important, conversations, inviting her peers to educational and open
discussions about the culture of dating violence and sexual harassment, which has
been at the center of attention following the 2017 social media movement, #metoo.
Kristen’s project, Not #Metoo, allows both male and female students to begin a dialogue
about respect; respect for women, respect for boundaries, and most importantly,
respect for each other. Kristen believes creating a safe, open, and vulnerable space for
young people to talk about navigating the nuances of teenage dating is the ideal way
to break down the hostility and misunderstanding surrounding the topic. Kristen will
attend Texas A&M Corpus Christi, where she will study biology and computer science
in the hopes of one day becoming a doctor.

Rachel Kadlecek

For Rachel’s Gold Award project, Red Arena, she wanted to help people with disabilities
by using Hippotherapy, a type of therapy which uses specially trained horses to promote
physical and mental healing. Rachel worked to help create and enhance several of the
trails and obstacles used throughout Red Arena for people with special needs. When
therapy patients use these obstacles and trails, they are gaining strength, balance,
and coordination. This type of therapy also helps people with communication, fine
motor, and gross motor skills development, and will continue to do so for many years
to come. Through her project, Rachel is directly impacting the quality of life for people
with physical and mental disabilities. Rachel is a 2017 graduate of Dripping Springs
High School in Dripping Springs, Texas. She was strongly involved in band and choir
throughout high school, along with participating in the National Honors Society. She is
enrolled at Texas A&M University pursuing a career in the medical field.

Kristen Jones

Red Arena

Girl’s Engineering Day

With a passion for engineering, Tejal decided to focus her project, Girl’s Engineering
Day, on encouraging girls into STEM related fields. Only 18% of engineering jobs are
occupied by women; in fact, she is the only female in her senior year engineering class.
This gender imbalance motivated her to make a difference about this issue in the
community. For her project, Tejal held after-school programs at local middle schools,
in which, she focused on getting young girls excited about STEM through organizing fun
design challenges and inviting executive guest speakers from Fortune 500 companies:
Google, IBM, National Instruments, Dell, and HPE. This aspect of the project was very
important because seldom do students get to interact directly with professionals in
the industry. The female students were thrilled to talk with the guest speakers, asking
plenty of questions, and finding common bonds in their curiosity about STEM. Tejal
plans to take her love of engineering and pursue a degree in electrical and computer
engineering at The University of Texas at Austin.

Jordan Lamb

The inspiration for Jordan’s Gold Award project, Bikes4KidsFromKids, began when she
was nine years old and received a new bike. Wanting another child to have the chance
to enjoy her gently-used bike, she decided to donate her old bike, along with twentyfour other bikes she had collected, to students at an at-risk school. Bikes4KidsFromKids
matured as Jordan did and for her Gold project she used donated bikes as an educational
reward that students enrolled in the Boys and Girls Club afterschool program could earn.
Jordan’s program has been shared with Boys and Girls Clubs nationwide. Additionally,
Jordan has created a step-by-step guide, demonstrating how charitable groups can
replicate this program in other communities. Bikes4KidsFromKids incentivizes children
to succeed academically by providing a bike to those who do. Jordan will graduate
in 2019 and plans to attend The University of Texas at Austin to study international
politics to eventually pursue a degree in law.

Tejal Kulkarni
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Bikes4KidsFromKids

Take A Stand, Lend A Hand

Having experienced the toll bullying takes on victims, Annette focused her Gold Award
project on bringing awareness and education to her high school peers. Take A Stand,
Lend A Hand, combats bullying inside schools and encourages students to prevent
further emotional and physical abuse from occurring. Annette hosted a week of activities
to demonstrate how words and actions can impact lives. Her project gave a voice to
victims of bullying by encouraging students to share stories. The project also had an
educational component, providing classes for students and posting bullying statistics
in the school hallways. The project culminated with a presentation given at Freshman
Orientation, where Annette brought in a counselor to teach students how to cope with
bullying, assess if they are participating in bullying, and how to report the situation to an
adult. Annette has been a Girl Scout for 14 years and says the organization has helped
her discover who she is. She plans to attend college and wants to major in psychology
or english.

Sarah Mercado

In 2014, for her Silver Award project, Sarah held workshops to send washable menstrual
pads to girls in Africa, because of the global issue of girls missing or dropping out of
school due to the lack or high cost of menstrual resources. For her Gold Award project,
The Butterfly Effect: Teaching Girls in Rural Bolivia How to Make Washable Menstrual
Pads to Stay in School, Sarah contacted UNICEF and Save the Children. She organized
school workshops, in Spanish, for families to learn how to sew washable menstrual pads
in Trinidad. Sarah also brought her workshop to a center for homeless teen mothers in
Santa Cruz. Sarah’s project is a butterfly effect of communal involvement that continues
to spread to other rural communities in Bolivia through a local group of young men and
women who will teach workshops under the guidance of Save the Children. Sarah will
be attending the McComb’s School of Business at The University of Texas at Austin in
the fall, majoring in business management and minoring in entrepreneurship.

Annette LeMay

The Butterfly Effect

Charis Nelson
Teen Business Fair

Elizabeth Olivarez
Note and Float

Since she was a Daisy selling Girl Scout Cookies, Charis has loved entrepreneurship. As
she began to think about her Gold Award project, she knew she wanted to incorporate
this passion into her work. So, she decided to develop an informational fair for her peers,
Teen Business Fair, where they could learn about entrepreneurship. Utilizing social
media, flyers, and word-of-mouth marketing, Charis hosted a three-day business fair,
where students could mingle with other business-minded teenagers and receive firsthand advice from professionals across Central Texas. Although the fair is over, Charis’
work will continue to engage and impact young entrepreneurs across the world, through
her online blog, where she posts business tips and tricks. In addition to business, Charis
has a passion for politics and law, and plans to build her own business and run for
public office, while obtaining a degree in government from Austin Community College.
Eventually, she will attend Baylor University to study business entrepreneurship and
political science.
As a lifeguard of many years, Elizabeth became increasing concerned with the number
of almost drownings she witnessed on the job. Upon discovering one in five people
who die by drowning are children, and shocked to learn that the City of Bryan did not
require children to wear life jackets, Elizabeth created Note and Float. Partnering with
the City of Bryan, Elizabeth built eight life jacket racks for the city swimming pools,
allowing swimmers to have safer options while at the pool. She also developed a PSA
containing water safety tips, and created a water safety pamphlet for distribution. Her
project has led to policy change in the City of Bryan, and children under twelve years old
are now required to undergo a swimming evaluation before entering the pool without a
life jacket. Elizabeth just finished her freshman year at Texas A&M University, where she
is studying marketing and communications.
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Jennifer Ott
Biosecurity for Farms

Kasee Parker

Concerned about the health of the plants and animals at her school’s agriculture and
livestock barn, Jennifer created a biosecurity program for the McNeil High School farm
facility in Austin, Texas. Through her project, she developed an instructional manual
and animal care checklist, installed a first aid station, and held training meetings
for students who used the barn for classes and extracurricular activities. She also
created a video on YouTube titled Biosecurity for High School Farms to summarize
these practices, so that everyone could benefit. Working with her community, Jennifer
educated students about the best practices for raising market animals in a healthy
environment, minimizing the need for antibiotics or expensive vet bills. Jennifer is
currently a junior at Clackamas High School in Oregon. After graduation, she hopes
to attend Texas Tech University where she will study accounting and farm business
management.
Kasee has always had a love for plants. For her Girl Scout Gold Award project, The Biology
of Horticulture, Kasee partnered with the City of Belton’s Parks and Recreation and
Leander’s Farmer’s Nursery to educate military personnel and families from Fort Hood,
Texas, and Fort Sill, Oklahoma, about responsible gardening as they PCS (permanent
change of station) across the United States and all around the world. For the first phase
of her project, Kasee planted a meadow garden, full of native plant species, along Nolan
Creek in the Belton Native Trail. Secondly, she created a website with an abundance of
information about native gardening and the dangers of introducing invasive species
to a military base. Kasee graduated from high school last year and is attending Texas
Tech University, where she is studying engineering and wind energy. Though she has a
rigorous schedule, Kasee still finds time to be a leader for a troop of Daisies in Lubbock.

The Biology of Horticulture

Ashley Poprik
Camp for All

Anna Pulis
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Books on the Go

Ashley has been a Girl Scout for nine years, and one of her fondest memories is
attending Camp Texlake and working as an aide at Camp Howdy. Because of the
life-long memories she has made at camp, she developed her Gold Award project,
Camp for All. Ashley’s project focused on creating a film to bring awareness to the
difficulties faced by people with disabilities who attend camp. Her film followed several
families who have disabled members to demonstrate how camp is nearly impossible
for people in these circumstances. Through the film, Ashley explains the importance
of building camps that can be enjoyed by everyone and prompts those who watch it
to act as advocates for inclusivity. Ashley discovered the power of film on a Girl Scout
Destination to Los Angeles, where she created her first short film. She plans to attend
The University of Texas at Austin, where she’ll continue to pursue her passion as a
radio, television, and film major.
Anna has loved reading her whole life, and she has a desire to help children improve their
literacy skills and build a passion for reading. Anna believes reading plays an important
role in both education and life. This belief, paired with her goal to provide resources
to local childcare centers, prompted Anna to develop Books on the Go. Teaming up
with the Kyle Public library, Anna created a successful traveling library system, which
provides books to local daycares in her community. Conducting book drives to stock
the traveling library, Anna engaged her entire community in her project, ensuring every
local daycare would be visited by her mobile library. She further worked with the library
to host and volunteer at various children’s programs, with the hope of continuing to
spread a love of learning. Excelling in both academics and extra-curricular activities,
Anna is a leader in her community. Although she is unsure which college she will attend
in the fall, she hopes to study speech pathology or dentistry.

Get Ahead of the Curve

Diagnosed with scoliosis in third grade, while at a Girl Scout camp pre-physical, Madalyn
had no idea what it was and was too embarrassed to tell anyone she had it. Although
the average screenings for scoliosis are performed on children in sixth through ninth
grade, because Madalyn’s condition was caught early, her treatment was efficient and
non-invasive. Many children are not so lucky, and undergo dramatic treatment because
their condition is caught too late. Inspired by her experiences, she created her project,
Get Ahead of the Curve, to change the standard scoliosis testing age. Madalyn focused
on advocating for her cause to city councils, numerous PTAs, and the Hays ISD School
Board. She also hosted letter writing nights, founded a support group for students with
scoliosis, and spoke at the Austin March for Science. Madalyn was able to influence
change in Texas legislation, allowing scoliosis screenings to occur at ages 10-13, rather
than when children have already begun puberty. Madalyn will attend Texas Tech
University to major in biology and minor in psychology.

Caroline Reckart

With a passion for history, Caroline designed her Gold Award project to preserve the
stories of military veterans and serving military members. With her project, Stars for Our
Troops, Caroline engaged her school’s National Honor Society chapter to send ‘thank
you’ care packages to military personnel across the world. In these packages, instead
of snacks and cards, she placed fabric stars - removed from the very flag military
members are fighting to protect. Caroline also worked to educate younger Girl Scouts
in the community about flag etiquette and respect for veterans. In the final component
of her project, Caroline visited with her community’s veterans to record and share their
stories of World War II, The Vietnam War, and The Korean War. Through her project,
Caroline addressed the importance of sharing first-hand accounts of the past before
they are lost forever. Headed to The University of Texas, Caroline plans to attend medical
school after she attains her undergraduate degree, and become a clinical neurologist.

Madalyn Raymond

Stars for Our Troops

Mary Ruiz
Let’s Talk About Hospitals

Isha Singh
Flower and Mind Project

Mary’s Gold Award project, Let’s Talk About Hospitals, provides a fun way to educate
pediatric patients or siblings about their experience during a hospital stay. When her
younger sister had a kidney transplant in 2015, Mary helped take care of her younger
brother. She felt that by giving him clear information about what was going on in the
hospital, he was less afraid. Mary wanted to provide the same reassurance to all children
who are experiencing a hospital setting, which can be foreign and overwhelming. Mary
partnered with University Hospital Transplant Center of San Antonio and Specially for
Children Nephrology in Austin to create resources in English and Spanish. National
children’s hospitals and physicians have accessed Mary’s program for their own use.
Mary is a psychology major at Texas Tech University, where she is a member of Alpha
Delta Pi sorority and is a representative to Tech’s Panhellenic Council. She hopes to work
in child/teen advocacy and attend law school.
Isha combined her passion for mental health awareness, her culture, and her love for
flowers to develop her Gold Award project, the Flower and Mind Project. Partnering
with the Austin Hindu Temple, Isha built a flower garden on the temple grounds, with
the goal of combating the anxiety, sadness, and feelings of hopelessness often found
in people who have immigrated to a new culture. Her concern for mental health among
Hindus living in a more traditional society, where mental health is often stigmatized,
inspired her to narrow her project’s target audience to her community at the Hindu
temple. Isha strongly believes that exposure to natural aesthetic beauty helps people
develop a more optimistic view on life and increase their overall happiness. Isha worked
with temple volunteers, planting wildflowers and roses to create a beautiful and tranquil
environment for people to feel at peace while they engage in a religion and culture
important to them. Upon graduation, Isha plans to attend The University of Texas at
Austin, where she will study business.
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Seniors to the World

Discouraged by the lack of interaction between millennials and senior citizens in her
community, Shreya created her project, Connecting Seniors to the World, at AGE of
Central Texas. The goal of her project aimed at teaching senior citizens how to use
online services such as Google Documents and Slides, social media platforms such
as Facebook and Pinterest, and smartphone applications such as the Health app and
brain-stimulating games. Shreya hoped by educating senior citizens about technology,
they could relate to younger generations and close the communication gap. After
designing a series of curricula and submitting to AGE, she held classes at the senior
center where she presented the aforementioned topics and assisted students to help
them maximize their learning. A graduating senior at Westwood High School and a
National Merit finalist, Shreya was involved in the National Honor Society at her school
and interned as a research assistant at The University of Texas in Austin. She plans to
pursue a neuroscience degree in college.

Brianna Vogel

When her brother underwent an intensive surgery and was required to stay in the
hospital for an extended amount of time, Brianna noticed an issue many young hospital
patients face – boredom. She watched as her brother grew restless and frustrated with
the lack of things to pass the time. When they decided to bring his favorite games from
home, Brianna noticed an immediate change in her brother’s demeanor, and Games
Galore! was born. Brianna worked with Dell Children’s Hospital to provide games and
toys for children who are staying at the hospital long term. It was a great undertaking, as
all the donated items had to be sanitized before they could be played with, but Brianna
was determined to impact the lives of the patients. She also developed instructional
resources for the games in both English and Spanish. Brianna has a love for community
service and continues to strive to make her world a better place. When she graduates,
she plans to attend Texas A&M University to study civil engineering.

Shreya Thiagarajan

Games Galore!

Altaira Wallquist
Gaga is for Everyone

Katherine Walton
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Food Pantry Cookbook

A life-long Girl Scout, Altaira believes in the power of inclusive fun. Her project, Gaga is
for Everyone, has increased awareness about the unconventional challenges faced by
children with disabilities. Gaga Ball, dodgeball with a twist, is Altaira’s favorite game, and
she became disheartened when she discovered the game’s design makes it inaccessible
for people in wheelchairs. Partnering with Variety’s Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for
Children, who provides camps for children with differing abilities, Altaira worked to
modify the game, making it an inclusive activity. Altaira redesigned the concept of both
the game court and the rules, allowing any child to play. After completing the plans and
finalizing the build, she shared the plans on several websites, with the hope similar
pits will continue to be built. Altaira’s best memories with Girl Scouts are her travels
to Savannah, hiking the West Highland Way in Scotland, and visiting London, Paris,
Florence, and Rome with her troop. Upon graduation, she will attend the University of
North Texas on a diving scholarship and will study biochemistry and forensics.
Katherine’s involvement in activities addressing health in at-risk communities inspired
her Gold Award project, Abiding Love Food Pantry Cookbook, which focused on
families who use food pantries. She selected, tested, and modified recipes made from
items commonly found in food pantries. She then translated the recipes into Spanish
and calculated nutritional information to produce an English-Spanish cookbook. In
addition to distributing the printed version through the Abiding Love Food Pantry, other
ministries have shared the electronic version with over 60,000 people, and millions
more can access the recipes, as the cookbook is published online. Katherine hopes
her cookbook will help people make food choices that can improve health and reduce
preventable, dietary related diseases. She will be attending Baylor University as a Baylor
Business Fellow and Honors student.

Rachel Wilkinson
Autisum Speaks

Miriam Wnorowski
Becker Reading Courtyard

For many families with autistic children, everyday activities can become a challenging
process. Rachel experienced this when her brother, who has autism, was unable to
attend his Cub Scout camping trip, because their mother was unsure he would be able
to keep up with the rest of the children. Drawing on this situation, Rachel created her
Gold Award project, Autism Speaks. Rachel aimed to make camping accessible to all
families by developing a guide book with multiple resources for use by those wanting
to organize a group campout, writing camp social stories (which are a commonly used
tool for children with autism), and creating a recipe book with essential oil blends that
ease anxiety and promote sleep. Rachel also organized and carried out a campout in
Georgetown, Texas. Three children with autism attended, along with three neuro-typical
siblings, and the parents of all the children. Rachel loves music, travel, and makeup
artistry, and she is currently pursuing a path to become a therapist.

Sharing the joy of reading is important to Miriam, so, for her Gold Award project,
Becker Reading Courtyard, she created a reading courtyard for the children of Becker
Elementary School. Noticing the school courtyard had been left unkept and overgrown,
Miriam set out to clean the area, removing poison ivy, painting columns, and planting
gardens. She then made the space calming and welcoming, by building new benches,
creating a decorative stream, and cultivating a miniature library. Miriam also brought a
bit of magic into the school yard, by theming the reading courtyard as a fairy gardencomplete with tiny fairy houses. Teachers can bring their classes to the courtyard to
combat boredom in the classroom, and scheduled reading tutors are stationed in the
area, to work with the children to improve their reading skills. She hopes the courtyard
will give students a place to go and get lost in a book. Miriam is a graduate of Austin
High School in Austin, Texas. She earned her Bronze and Silver Awards and hopes to
one day become a social worker.
Marie wanted to share her passion for the importance of STEM resources and education
with her Gold Award project, SWE Next Clubs – World Wide Campaign. She worked
with the national headquarters for the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) to create
promotional videos and resources for local chapters to expand their SWENext Club
outreach opportunities and to assist girls in creating SWENext Clubs in their schools
and communities. Her videos and resources have been used by over 200 sections of
the Society of Women Engineers and have resulted in a 100% increase in SWENext clubs
– expanding the opportunities to an additional 7,000 girls during the first six months of
resource promotion and availability. Marie is a rising sophomore. She participates with
the council Press Corps, Girl Advisory Board, Girls Who Code, SWENext – STEMPfriends,
rock climbing, archery team and as a youth competitor with the Ultimate Ninja Athletic
Association. She is currently planning to major in marketing and communications with
plans to work for Disney Imagineering.

Marie Young
SWE Next Clubs

gold award committee
Kathy Beifuss
Anne Berriman
Doug Brown
Nancy Browning
Lisa Cairns
Ellen Cole

Betsie Eikenberry
Mary Ann Fitch
Marsett Freitag
Patricia Hayes-Workman
Nicole Payne
Kay F. Simmons

Laura Waldo
Amy Wallquist
Wendy Riley (Staff)
Karen Story (Staff)

Congratulations to the 2017-2018 GSCTX Gold Award Girl Scouts!
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Scholarship Awardees
founder’s scholarships
Emily Carmack
Breanna Harris
Neha Irrinki
Jaqueline Kukol
Maura Mangum
Sarah Mercado
Madalyn Raymond
Kathryn Wittner
Claire Wray

Lampasas High School
Cedar Ridge High School
Round Rock High School
Hays High School
Cedar Park High School
Vista Ridge High School
Hays High School
Brenham High School
Hyde Park High School

Lampasas SU
Forest Trail SU
Sage Frontier SU
Texas Star SU
Starlight SU
Starlight SU
Central Star SU
Brenham SU
Bluebonnet SU

additional scholarships
A Mother’s Love Scholarship
Brittany Marx
Round Rock High School
Dan Robertson Memorial Scholarship
Carly Smith
Liberal Arts and Science Academy
Charmaine Smith-Winters Honorary Scholarship
Travis B. Bryan High School
Rebekah Hubacek
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
MacKenzie Johnson
Llano High School
GSCTX Alumnae Scholarship
Melanie Louch
San Marcos High School
Rayann Rabius
Sealy High School
Kirsten Billhardt Honorary Scholarship
Caroline Reckart
Lake Travis High School
The Ollie & Evelyn Finke Memorial Scholarship
Devyn Hagemann
Brenham High School
Kathryn Wittner
Brenham High School
Tabitha Burke
Brenham High School
Shannon Robinson Memorial Scholarship
Isabelle Galko
iUniversity Prep
Mary Doerr Honorary Scholarship
Devyn Hagemann
Brenham High School
Lynelle McKay STEM Scholarship
Phoebe Anderson
St. Dominic Savio Catholic

Sage Frontier SU

Bryan College Station SU
Hill Country SU
San Marcos SU
Austin County SU
Lake Hills SU
Brenham SU
Brenham SU
Brenham SU
Westwood SU
Brenham SU
Sunny Side SU

scholarship committee
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Janie Mehrens, Linda Binns, Alice Scarbrough, Karen Smith, Kelly Sult, and Melissa Green (Staff)

2017–2018
GSCTX National Young
Women of Distinction Nominees
Congratulations to this year’s nominees!
Each year, GSUSA honors exceptionally outstanding Gold Award projects by selecting ten Gold Award
Girl Scouts as National Young Women of Distinction. We are so proud of this year’s nominees from Girl
Scouts of Central Texas! Read more about their projects below.

Isabelle Galko
Passionate about environmental conservation,
Isabelle used her project, Harmful Effects of
Sunscreen on Coral Reefs, to film and produce a
documentary to educate others about the effects of
sunscreen on reef health. Isabelle’s film was shown to full theaters in Austin,
Houston, Dallas, and will be shown annually by Families in Nature, which has
a 500+ member network. Her documentary has also been endorsed by several
environmental, reef, and global outreach organizations. She hopes her film will
educate a worldwide audience on the impact of sunscreen on coral health.

Sarah Mercado
For her Gold Award project, The Butterfly Effect:
Teaching Girls in Rural Bolivia How to Make
Washable Menstrual Pads to Stay in School, Sarah
partnered with UNICEF and Save the Children. She
organized Spanish language workshops in schools so families could learn how
to sew washable menstrual pads in Trinidad, Bolivia. Sarah also brought her
workshop to a center for homeless teen mothers in Santa Cruz.

Marie Young
Through her Gold Award project, SWE Next
Clubs – World Wide Campaign, Marie worked
with the national headquarters for the Society
of Women Engineers to create promotional
videos and resources for local chapters to expand SWENext Club
outreach opportunities and to assist girls in creating SWENext Clubs in their
communities. Her resources have been used by over 200 chapters of SWE
and have resulted in a 100% increase in SWENext clubs – expanding the
opportunities to an additional 7,000 girls.
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Troop 2119 is so proud of
our GOLD GIRLS!
All three have been in Girl Scouts since kindergarten.
All three are National Honor Society members with
outstanding GPAs. All three have been varsity athletes
for four years. All three have done over 100 hours of
community service over their four years in high school.
Kaylen has signed
to play lacrosse at
McDaniels University.
Altaira has signed to
dive for University of
North Texas. Caroline will
swim on the club team
at University of Texas
at Dallas. All three have
earned Bronze, Silver,
and Gold Awards.
Together they BUST the
myth that someone is
too busy for Girl Scouts!

Congratulations,
Girls!!!

Megan, Caroline C., Ms. Amy, Kasey,
Morgan, Haroer, Alayna, Anya, Altaira,
Caroline R., Ryan, and Kaylen

Caroline

Altaira

Kaylen
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Love,
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Emily,
We are so proud of you and your steadfast dedication
& perseverance to seeing you grow through your
adventure with Girl Scouts over the past 10 years!
Your helping with the area shelter animals for your
Bronze Award, and going above & beyond helping
the local pregnancy center for your Silver Award, and
your ongoing, amazing reading project to the nearby
elderly dementia patients with your Gold Award - you
sparkled through it all!!! Looking forward to how you
will make a difference helping others in need as an
Adult Girl Scout!
For ever and always,
Keep Dancing & Sparkling,
Papa & Granny,
Dad & Mom,
Abby, Katy & Mikey

“Right is

right

even if
no one else
does it.”
Rachel Joy,

We are so very proud of you. Fly high, butterfly!
Love,
Mom, Grandma, Emily, and Zach
Wreck ‘em, Tech!
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– Juliette Gordon Low

Troop 1587
Gold Award Class of 2018

Congratula�ons
We are proud of you

Mary Ruiz

Isha Singh

Rachel
Wilkinson

Marie Young

Welcome to our Sisterhood
Welcome to our Sisterhood
Gold Award recipients with troop 1587
Gold Award recipients with troop 1587

Joanna
Casey (14)
Joanna Casey ('14)
Sarah
(13)
Sarah Young
Young ('13)

andand
And
Leader,
Kate
Woodward
(85)
Leader,
Kate
Woodward Young
Young ('85)

Once a Girl Scout…
Always a Girl Scout!
Join Us On LinkedIn!
The Girl Scout Network
on LinkedIn, will offer a
community of support for
female professionals and
help enhance their career
development.
To Join:

www.LinkedIn.com
Search: ‘Girl Scout Network’

The staff at Girl Scouts of Central Texas, offers its heartfelt
congratulations to this year’s Gold Award Girl Scouts!
We are so proud of you!

SCOUTING RISES WITHIN
YOU AND INSPIRES YOU TO
PUT FORTH YOUR BEST.
— JULIETTE GORDON LOW

