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Dear Gold Award Recipients,
Congratulations! You made it! You have achieved the
highest award in Girl Scouting.
As a Gold Award recipient, you are a part of an elite group
of women. Since 1916, Girl Scouts have been given the
opportunity to earn this prestigious award, and those who
completed the journey have changed their own lives and
the lives of others in amazing and significant ways. The
leadership skills, organizational competence, and sense
of community and commitment that come from “Going
for the Gold” sets the foundation for a lifetime of active
citizenship.
I see a very bright future for each and every one of you.
Today is a great day to be a girl. While there is still a long
way to go to achieve total equality, there has been no better
time to be a girl than in today’s America. Now, we teach
our young women that they can become anything they
desire to be and do anything they set their minds to do.
As you make your way, it is my hope that you appreciate
all the opportunities you have today and that you take
your seat at the community leadership table. Say yes – to
going to college, to traveling abroad, to running for office,
to starting a new business, to falling in love and raising a
family, to anything that will make you happy and fulfilled.
When barriers arise, remember that you are a Girl Scout.
You have the courage, the confidence, and the character to
tackle anything. You are prepared to change the world and
we cannot wait to see what your future holds.
Always remember that you are very special. You are
Solid Gold!
Yours in Girl Scouting,

Lynelle McKay
Chief Executive Officer
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About Gold Girl Scouts
A Gold Girl Scout is the embodiment of all Girl Scout ideals. She exemplifies courage, confidence, and
character. She is a leader and a collaborator. She is resourceful, thoughtful, engaged, and responsible.
She recognizes critical issues in her community and accepts the challenge to create meaningful and
lasting change. Less than six percent of eligible Girl Scouts earn the Gold Award.
A Gold Girl Scout’s friends, family, community, and world are made better through her unwavering
commitment to service and excellence. Just think about it – the final task in becoming a Gold Girl is all
about finding a way to make the world better for others. Nothing says Girl Scout better than that.

Gold Award Committee
Volunteers
Kathy Beifuss
Anne Berriman
Doug Brown
Nancy Browning
Lisa Cairns
Betsie Eikenberry

Marsett Freitag
Karen Herrmann
Nicole Payne
Tamaria Perry
Kay F. Simmons
Laura Waldo

Thank you for your mentorship, dedication, and hard work!
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Staff
Wendy Riley
Emily Magnotta

Abigail Adams

With a mission to enhance the lives of the assisted living residents and staff at The
Renaissance Assisted Living Facility, Abby’s project, Dementia Whisperer, focused
on helping residents who have dementia and educating staff and the public
about Alzheimer’s disease. This project is near to her heart as her grandfather has
Alzheimer’s and it has been devastating for her to see his abilities slowly diminish.
Following the Montessori method, she created handouts, provided websites with
resources on dementia, and scheduled biweekly in-service staff trainings with
a dementia expert. Through her project, Abby learned how to be a strong leader
who could create positive change. Abby is currently enrolled in Southwestern
University in Georgetown, and is planning to earn her Bachelor’s degree, followed
by a Master’s in Psychology.

Dementia Whisperer

Sameera Aradhyula

Sameera Aradhyula teamed up with Chinmaya Mission Austin, an organization she
had been a part of for 12 years. For her project, Lesson Plans for Sunday School,
she designed a detailed lesson plan for the weekly classes, making the assigned
material fun and unique. Sameera worked with third and fourth grade classes to
create a tailored lesson plan to meet the expectations of the kids as well as the
teachers. She incorporated both the teachers’ and students’ input to transform
mundane topics into fun and interesting classes which kids look forward to
attending and alleviates a portion of the preparation for the teachers. Sameera
plans to go global with her project, by sharing the lesson plans with the 300
Chinmaya Misson centers around the world. Sameera plans to become a neonatal
nurse and eventually become a nurse practicioner.

Lesson Plans for Sunday School

As an avid animal enthusiast and a member of her high school FFA (Future
Farmers of America) program, Taylor created the Lake Travis Take Room Tackle,
focused on restoring the FFA tack rooms. These rooms were meant to be used
by students to store animal care supplies, but the rooms had been neglected for
years and were not safe or useful. Taylor knew this was something that needed
to be changed and she knew she could make it happen. She cleaned, painted,
and built shelving so that students raising show goats and lambs would have an
orderly, safe, and useful area to store their animal food and supplies. Taylor will be
attending Tarleton State University in the fall, majoring in Wildlife Biology.

Taylor Breeden
Lake Travis Take Room Tackle

Margarita Brock
Wash Table for Adelphi Garden

Through her project, Wash Table for Adelphi Community Garden, Margarita
helped people use resources wisely to make the world a better place. She worked
with the Adelphi Community Garden, a community space for youth and other
groups in Austin, to get people outdoors, to connect with nature, and cultivate
and grow plants. Her project consisted of three parts; the first part was teaching
25 children how to safely construct miniature work tables from small pieces
of wood and popsicle sticks. She then designed and built a vegetable washing
table for the Adelphi Community Garden. The third and final part of her project
was to create a webpage explaining the process of building the wash table along
with creating a children’s coloring book about garden tools. Margarita plans to
attend a nurse aide course at the Health Care Career Center in Round Rock after
graduating high school.
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Working closely with the Vannie E. Cook Children’s Cancer and Hematology
Clinic in McAllen, Texas, Whitney designed the Donation Inventory Control and
Organization management system for her Gold Award project. This included
sorting and organizing donated toys and forwarding toys that do not meet safety
guidelines for use with immune compromised children to orphanages in Mexico.
She created an inventory list for all the remaining toys that could be used to track
donations and distributions in the future. As Whitney begins to move into the
next journey of her life as an adult, she knows that the lessons and skills learned
through her Gold Award will stay with her.

Whitney Browning
Donation Inventory Control

With a true passion for spreading the joy of literature to all, Eliza started a club titled,
LASA Loves Libraries (LLL), at her high school, the Liberal Arts & Science Academy
(LASA). The club collaborates with Bookspring to improve childhood literacy by making
props and decorations for ‘Reading Is Fundamental’ (RIF) motivational reading theme
kits and doing special request art projects for elementary school librarians in East
Austin. Bookspring laminates and adds LLL’s crafts to the RIF kits which are loaned out
each month to a different library to supplement their reading theme events. Through
her project, Eliza further developed her leadership, communication, and planning
skills. Eliza is currently attending Brown University with plans to study English and
Psychology.

Eliza Cain
LASA Loves Libraries

Cami was diagnosed with dyslexia in first grade and has devoted most of her life to
furthering people’s understanding of what it is like to be dyslexic. Through her Gold
Project, Dyslexia Decoded: A Dyslexic Simulation for School-Aged Children, Cami
raised awareness about the challenges of dyslexia by creating a simulation program
for fourth and fifth grade students. She conducted simulations in several schools in
the Leander School District which offered students a first-hand experience of some
of the struggles dyslexic students face. To further her impact, Cami also created a
website as a resource for other schools and districts to conduct their own simulations
in the future. Cami is currently enrolled at Baylor University and is majoring in
Elementary Education.

Cami Cox
Dyslexia Decoded

Ariana Freitag
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STEM Heroes

After teaching STEM at the Andy Roddick Foundation Camps in East Austin, Ariana
decided to use her experiences there to inspire her Gold Award project, STEM Heroes
Change the World. As a young, proud black woman, Ariana wanted to empower other
minority women and girls to explore STEM and give them the opportunities to do so.
She created a STEM curriculum for the Boys and Girls Club of Austin which she then
used as a 3-day STEM workshop for incoming 6th graders at the Ann Richards School
for Young Women Leaders. She also designed and created a workbook that follows
along with the curriculum so that attendees could take home what they learned. The
workbook features three different “STEM heroes”: an electrical engineer, a mechanical
engineer, and a computer scientist. Through her project, Ariana addressed the issue
that many girls, especially minorities, lack the self-confidence when it comes to
studying STEM principles. Ariana is currently enrolled at Cooper Union in New York
City and is studying electrical engineering.

Meghan French

With a passion to help others and a love for organization, Meghan decided to create
a more efficient donation room for the Burke Center for Youth. The Burke Center is
a non-profit residential facility for youth who are unable to live at home for various
reasons. Over time, clothing donations to the center added up and needed to be
sorted through, cleaned, and organized by size for easy access. Meghan saw that
action had to be taken so she focused on establishing the Burke Center Clothing
Donation Room Organization, as her Gold Award project. Her project addressed
around 2,500 pieces of clothing, making them usable to the residents and staff.
As residents arrive to the site, staff are now able to obtain the clothing quickly and
easily thanks to Meghan’s project. Meghan graduates this year, and will continue
her education at the University of Texas at Austin.

Burke Center Organization

Emma’s project, Be A Buddy Not A Bully, came to her when she realized that the
bullying problems she saw when she was younger were still an on-going issue.
Emma decided that the best way to prevent bullying was to target elementary
schools. She went to three different elementary schools and did projects with
them to help raise awareness and stop bullying before it became a big problem.
By creating brochures and distributing them to students, faculty, and school
community, Emma is keeping the conversation of bully awareness alive. She will
graduate from Anderson High School in 2018 and plans to always remind anyone
she meets of the importance of being kind.

Emma Garza
Be A Buddy Not A Bully

Nithya Gillipelli
Physiotherapy for Unity

Kathleen Hartman
Wrestling Booster Club

Nithya considers herself lucky to have been able to interact with the special
education kids at her school, learning so much from them and their daily
obstacles. After some research, she discovered that in some areas of the world,
intellectually disabled children are seen as not being useful to society and
are generally ostracized from the community. She became passionate about
changing that mindset because she knew firsthand how incredibly talented
special education children are. Therefore, Nithya chose to focus her Gold
Award project, Physiotherapy for Unity, on helping a school in a community in
Hyderabad, India. She helped build a physiotherapy unit to promote fitness, fight
obesity, and most importantly, spread awareness of special needs kids’ amazing
skills and abilities to pursue careers. Nithya will be attending university in the fall
and is studying to become a doctor.
Kathleen was searching for a way to support her newly organized wrestling team at
McNeil High School. The school district was not supporting the program financially
and as the program grew in the first two years, parents were struggling to keep up
with the cost of the program. Kathleen researched the IRS and state regulations
required to start a booster club for the wrestling team. Knowing that booster clubs
are parent, not student driven, she worked with the district and high school to stay
within guidelines and create The McNeil High School Wrestling Booster Club. She
completed all the IRS and Texas forms to create the non-profit entity and created
organizing notebooks for the club’s permanent records and officer positions. She also
created a power point for the district and school to share with other groups wanting
to create a non-profit booster club. Kathleen is currently a senior at McNeil High
School and after graduation she will attend the University of Houston in the fall
to study architecture.
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Having a true love for STEM, Niveya created the Science and Summer Math Camp,
in her community to increase awareness of science and mathematics careers.
The camp ran for multiple weeks in the summer with middle school students
and discussed various topics such as biology, earth science, and mathematics.
The students gained knowledge and a new enthusiasm for these courses so
that they may pursue them in the future. The camp has run for multiple years
in the summer and will keep going in the coming years. Niveya is now a junior
at Westwood High School. After graduating she plans to pursue a neuroscience
degree in college.

Niveya James Ravichandran
Science & Summer Math Camp

Devika Kumar
Menstrual Hygiene in Rural India

Audrey Larcher

When Devika found an alarming need for feminine hygiene awareness in remote
villages in Rajasthan, India, she knew she had to do something. From a TED talk,
she learned about a simple, cost-effective sanitary pad machine, which grinds
cotton, presses, and disinfects hygiene pads so that women have a sustainable
supply. Through her Gold Award project, Menstrual Hygiene in Rural India, Devika
raised over $4,500 from donations to buy the machine, the supplies, and the cost
of transportation. She then traveled to rural villages in India, to set up the machine.
While there, she taught the local women how to operate the machine and create
a business from selling the sanitary pads. The women continue to make and sell
the pads, and will earn a profit to buy next years’ materials. Devika also educated
women about menstrual hygiene as it is a taboo subject in Indian culture. Devika
plans to attend the University of Texas at Austin in the fall.
With a desire to spread the word on issues surrounding women’s education, Audrey
focused all her efforts on her Gold Award project, Barriers to Women’s Education:
Austin and Abroad. Through her two-year long project, Audrey helped her local
community, and that of South Sudans, raise awareness about women’s issues. She
began a club in high school, The Girl Up Club, to show her peers the importance of
women’s rights especially in war-torn regions, like South Sudan. Through research
and education, her club began to realize that there was a lack of access to sanitary
pads for women in war-torn areas. So, in addition to educating the community over
the issues that women face in South Sudan, her project provided reusable sanitary
pads for young women in South Sudan. Audrey plans one day to work in the nonprofit sector and is planning to attend the University of Texas.

Barriers to Women’s Education

Ana Menchaca
Advancing Literacy
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Growing up with a love for reading and giving back, Ana developed the concept
for her Gold Award Project, Recycling Books: Advancing Literacy. Partnering with
BookSpring, an organization which collects new and gently used books to donate
to kids who cannot afford them, she designed, built, and placed permanent book
collection boxes in three of her local elementary schools. In addition to being
distributed at schools, the books will also be placed in doctor’s offices, where
reading materials will be used as part of “prescriptions” for patients, as well as
given to the siblings of the patient. Ana hopes that by increasing the number of
books accessible to these children, they will be more successful in school, and
ultimately in their futures. She wants all future Gold Girls to “make sure your project
is something you’re really interested in helping out with.” Ana plans to take her
passions to the University of California Davis, and pursue a degree in biochemistry.

Sonali Mitra

From an extremely introverted girl to a confident extroverted young woman, Sonali
owes her transformation to her middle school, Kirby Hall School. To show her
gratitude, she decided to create the Kirby Hall Music Department, as her Gold
Award project since the school could not afford to do so. She established a fledgling
Music Department and secured the remodeling of rooms reserved for the musical
instruments, collected various musical instrument donations from communities
around Austin, and created musical handbooks, organized by instrument family, to
further provide a structure for the music department. Without the independence
and cooperation promoted by Girl Scouts, Sonali says she would not be the person
she is today. After graduation, she plans to pursue medical school and specialize as
either a surgeon or a pediatrician.

Kirby Hall Music Department

Eesha Nayak
Volunteer Onboarding & Retention

Bailey Ohlson

Wanting to use her technology skills and help the Volunteer Healthcare Clinic, an
organization she had been volunteering with for the last three years, Eesha created
the Volunteer Onboarding and Retention Program, for her Gold Award project.
By producing several videos to help attract, onboard, and train volunteers, Eesha
spent over 100 hours helping the Volunteer Healthcare Clinic, a completely volunteer
run clinic. Some of her videos were also used to raise funds for the clinic in grant
applications as well as during Amplify Austin. Due to her amazing time and effort,
she was named a 2017 Distinguished Finalist for The Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. Eesha is currently a sophomore at Westwood High School, and serves as
Sophomore Class President. In her spare time, she learns to play the guitar, and
volunteers as a basketball coach. She hopes to major in engineering or computer
science in college.
As a lifelong Girl Scout, Bailey, knows the importance of setting goals and reaching
them. Inspired by a program implemented by the National Park Service, she
created her Trail Erosion Project to address erosion in her community’s nature
trails and inform the community of the importance of a healthy environment.
Working together with the River Place MUD, Bailey spent over 80 hours replacing
granite, building bridges, and digging drains for runoff water. All her effort resulted
into a refurbished hiking trail. She hopes that the people who enjoy the beautiful
trails Austin has to offer, will be able to benefit from the improvements made by
her project. When Bailey graduates, she plans to attend Texas A&M University,
where she’ll continue her efforts to preserve our planet, by earning a degree in
environmental geoscience.

Trail Erosion Project

Emelia Patterson
Butterfly Baths

Combining her love of art, with a need for improvement at a local community
garden, Emelia decided to step out of her comfort zone by developing a Gold Award
Project that required her to create art in a way she never had before – outdoors!
Knowing the important role butterflies play in an ecosystem, Emelia enlisted the
help of local children to build butterfly baths to place in the garden. Butterfly Baths
and Children’s Classes for Community Gardens, the name of Emelia’s project, not
only helped to make the community more beautiful, it also inspired young children
to give back to their communities. She credits Girl Scouts with giving her many
opportunities to engage with her community, and advises any girl who wants to
earn a Gold Award, to choose something they are passionate about, but not to be
afraid of a challenge. Emelia plans to attend the University of North Texas, and
hopes to one day be a storybook illustrator.
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Victoria Pelarski

In hopes of helping a family cope with the loss of their daughter and her fellow
classmate, Victoria focused her efforts on honoring Theresa Hodapp through her
Gold Award project, Memorial for Theresa Hodapp and Leukemia Awareness Project.
Victoria’s project consisted of two parts: a memorial for Theresa Hodapp and a
pamphlet on leukemia. The memorial at St. Ignatius, was created as a symbol and
to honor Theresa’s spirit that will live on. Placing the pamphlets inside the church,
Victoria hoped that people would read about leukemia and know how to properly
identify the symptoms. It also provided research organizations that are available for
donations like the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and The Leukemia Research
Program at OU. Victoria is currently attending Northeastern University in Boston, MA,
and is studying bio-engineering, and hopes to earn her master’s degree in biology.

Theresa Hodapp Momorial

Last November, Miranda felt a connection to assisting with a world-problem, illiteracy.
She found herself digging a little deeper into how this problem affects blind or
low-vision children and thus created the Braille Literacy and Audio Library for her
Gold Award project. She recorded 28 books on tape and ordered braille storybooks to
accompany them. The materials were donated to the National Federation of the Blind
of Texas and are being used in their summer enrichment camps. Miranda felt it was
her position as a supporter of education and equal opportunities for all that led her
to take action against illiteracy. She is looking forward to attending the University of
Texas at Dallas in the fall and will study audiology and speech pathology.

Miranda Pizer
Braille Literacy Library

Taylor Pokorny
Walking the Labyrinth

After the passing of her grandmother, Taylor found comfort in walking the prayer
labyrinth outside her church, which reminded her of the walks she and her
grandmother used to take together. Not wanting to see the labyrinth go, Taylor took
it upon herself to construct a permanent one on the grounds of Covenant United
Methodist Church, creating her project, Walking the Labyrinth. In addition to building
the labyrinth, she created a maintenance plan to keep it clean, and composed a
pamphlet that contained information about the church, the labyrinth, as well as tips
on how to get more out of the labyrinth experience. The labyrinth has been listed on
the World-Wide Labyrinth Locator, which connects people to labyrinths all over the
world. Taylor hopes to impact the community by giving people a place to worship,
pray, or meditate. With hopes of changing the world one student at a time, Taylor will
attend Texas A&M University to become a high school math teacher.
When she noticed two huge issues facing her community, Anneka combined
these with her love of art and the outdoors to develop her Gold Award Project,
Garden Signs for the Adelphi Community Garden. To combat child obesity and the
increased use of nonrenewable resources, Anneka’s project, in partnership with the
Adelphi Community Garden, promotes affordable healthy eating and small scale
sustainable agricultural practices. More than 15 children attended the workshops,
hosted by Anneka, who hopes that by learning about gardening and the benefits of
eating healthy, they would be inspired to practice a healthy lifestyle, become involved
within their community, and create their own gardens. Anneka studies environmental
science at American University.

Anneka Rains
Garden Signs
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Maitreyi Ramaswamy

The Hindu Sunday School, Chinmaya Mission, holds a special place in Maitreyi’s
heart. Attending since 2nd grade, she saw the expansion and growth of the facility,
thus becoming more accessible to the rapidly growing Indian population in the
Central Texas region. She wanted to contribute to the community in a meaningful
and lasting way, so she decided to create an herb and flower garden for her Gold
Award project which she named, Sundara Thotam, meaning Beautiful Garden in
Tamil, Maitreyi’s mother’s tongue. Building a garden at Chinmaya Sundaram was a
way to bring generations together and keep minds and bodies healthy. For Maitreyi,
the best part of her project was to see the garden take shape slowly and then
bloom into a community contributed masterpiece. Maitreyi will be attending Texas
A&M University to study computer science.

Sundara Thotam

Valeri Redd
Butterfly Garden

Madeleine Reinhardt
Earth Day Collection

Analisa Rodriguez
Keeping Grandpa Home

To address the rapid decline in the butterfly population, Valeri built The Butterfly
Garden at Lake Kyle Park, for her Gold Award project. The garden’s main goal was
to be a habitable place for feeding, resting, and reproducing, while also educating
visitors on how they can aid butterflies in their home gardens. Along with the
butterfly garden, a public event, March for Monarchs, was hosted at Lake Kyle Park.
The event was held to educate kids and adults about butterflies and ways they can
help get involved at home. Activities included a trivia walk, trivia coloring pages,
butterfly life cycle craft, free informational cards about what Texas native plants
attract and feed butterflies, how to make a butterfly nectar feeder along with a
small feeder kit, and how to make a butterfly puddling pan. Over sixty-five people
participated in March for Monarchs, and numerous people are visiting the butterfly
garden every day.
Since the age of eight, when she won first place in regional science fair for her
litter collection study, Madeleine has been inspired to make an impact on the
environment in her community. For her Gold Award project, Earth Day Collection,
Madeleine coordinated a network of three collection sites to recycle household
hazardous waste. The sites were hosted by three Girl Scout troops and they
collected over 2,000 cans of used paint, hundreds of containers of oil and
antifreeze, as well as thousands of batteries which were recycled with the City
of Austin. The troops are now trained to continue this popular collection in their
community. Madeleine’s ultimate goal for this project is to inspire younger Girl
Scouts to continue this valuable community service act, and to bring a real change
to the city of Austin. Madeleine is a 2017 graduate of Bowie High School in Austin,
and plans to always do good for the environment.
Analisa earned her Bronze and Silver Awards and accumulated over 1000 hours of
volunteer service hours. A personal family situation inspired her Gold Award project
focus. After her grandpa was diagnosed with dementia, she found a lack of caregiver
information for taking care of a loved one at home. Her project, Keeping Grandpa
Home, was supported by Family Eldercare and included a Facebook Blog, website, and
inclusive pamphlet of tips for patient wellness, and encouragement for caregivers.
To educate herself on the disease, she volunteered at facilities that care for patients
with Dementia and Alzheimer’s and held interviews. Music therapy is a new approach
to dealing with people who become agitated and confused. Knowing this, Analisa
created a shared YouTube playlist of songs from the 1930s, old hymns and fun songs
from the past to bring back positive memories. Through Girl Scouts, Analisa learned
that serving others is a commitment everyone should make. Analisa plans to
pursue a career in medicine with a desire to work with trauma patients.

11

Morgan Rollins
Speak With Your Hands

Vaishnavi Sankar
Briging the Gap

Kriti Sarker
The Power of Abacus

Kelsey Scott
Epilepsy PSA
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One morning Morgan woke up with a desire to learn a new language, American Sign
Language. What began as a self-taught hobby became a fiery passion. Morgan wanted
to know more about the deaf community and culture, so she made it her mission to
focus her Gold Award project, Speak With Your Hands, on just that. Morgan wanted
to change the way people see the deaf and hard of hearing and inspire others to
become part of the deaf culture. So, she decided that through her project she’d begin
to teach young kids American Sign Language (ASL). That still didn’t satisfy Morgan, so
she reached out to businesses to teach their employees basic emergency words and
signs that could be helpful. Still, she wanted something that people could experience
to truly understand the culture, so Morgan put on a play for hearing, deaf, and hard
of hearing that would be entertaining and informational. She is currently enrolled at
Texas A&M University and hopes to one day be a psychiatrist.
Through her Gold Award project, Bridging the Gap, Vaishnavi wanted to find a way to
help younger people learn to interact with older people and vice versa. She created
a club which allows high school students to visit a local retirement home every
week and create friendships with senior citizens. The club, Bridging the Gap, was
centered around “bridging” the generation gap. Members visited a local retirement
home every week and planned activities which were both fun and stimulating. In
the project’s 2nd year, Vaishnavi created a sister program called “Buddies” in which
high school students paired up with senior citizens and spent one-on-one time with
them away from the weekly group activities. Overall, the friendships that were made
between generations gave the members of her club invaluable life lessons and skills.
Upon graduation from Westwood High School, Vaishnavi plans to attend college and
one day become a doctor.
Kriti started learning abacus mental math when she was 8 years old and completed
her mental math training when she was 14. Combining her love for helping others,
her passion for teaching, and her abacus expertise, Kriti created a youth program at
Xiang Yun Temple that teaches young children abacus mental math, Futures Through
Numbers: The Power of Abacus, for her Gold Award project. For 6 months, she taught
these lessons every Sunday, fostering a greater foundation and appreciation for
mathematics and arithmetical skills. Kriti is a senior at Westwood High School where
she is a member of her school’s National Honor Society Tutoring Program. Due to
her hard work and service of helping double block Algebra 1 students with their daily
classwork, she has received the 2016-2017 Westwood High School Youth Volunteer of
the Year Award from the Round Rock Independent School District. Kriti is planning on
studying electrical engineering and is hoping to pursue a career in the same field.
Realizing that today’s teenagers are shaping the future of tomorrow, Kelsey wanted
to help educate this specific audience on a very important topic, epilepsy. Through
her Gold Award project, Kelsey created, Everyone has A Brain, Anyone can have
Epilepsy. With her project, she produced a Public Service Announcement to be
shown in health classes, teaching basic first aid and facts surrounding epilepsy that
are too often overlooked today. It was shared through multiple media platforms
and she gave out wallet sized epilepsy first aid cards to students and people in her
community. Kelsey has just completed her freshman year at the University of North
Texas and is a media arts major. She plans to make more PSAs for various issues,
including epilepsy awareness and plans to keep the conversation about epilepsy
going in her social groups.

Carly Smith

The shortage of women professionals in computer and engineering fields was not
okay with Carly, which is why she created the Women in STEM Shadowing Program
(WISSP) for her Gold Award project. WISSP aims to inspire the next generation of
women in STEM by creating job shadowing opportunities for Central Texas middle
and high school girls. Over 40 girls from 12 different schools participated in Carly’s
program by attending shadowing events at companies such as IBM, Samsung,
and National Instruments. She also created a website for WISSP to inform girls of
local STEM opportunities and events. Carly is currently a junior at the Liberal Arts
& Science Academy (LASA) High School. She participates in volleyball, Science
Olympiad and is a member of the Girl Scout’s robotics team, the Lady Cans. After
graduation, she plans to attend college to study mechanical engineering.

Women in STEM

Dianna Starr
Interfaith Resource Guide

Antonia Untalan
I Scream for Literacy

In August 2015, Dianna attended a Growing Peace and Love Interfaith Camp where she
was given the opportunity to create resources, lead various activities, help develop
schedules, and more. Because of the message the camp promoted, Dianna was
inspired to continue to develop resources for other organizations to use. So, for her
Gold Award project, she developed the Interfaith Resource Guide that promoted
acceptance and tolerance for individuals of different religious beliefs. Through the
use of kinesthetic, auditory, and visual elements, the Interfaith Religious Guide helps
educate the children on the diverse religious beliefs instead of relying on any previous
biases. The guide is currently in use in five different religious institutions and the
project continues to spread every day. Dianna is still deciding on what university
she is going to attend but she does know that she will work towards her master’s in
anthropology, minoring in secondary education.
As a huge book worm, Antonia faced the alarming issue of children in poverty not
having access to books or information during the summer. She collaborated with two
locations of the St. Louise House to work on her Gold Award project, I Scream for
Literacy, You Scream for Literacy, We All Scream for Literacy. The St. Louise House
is a Catholic organization that offers affordable housing and services to mothers
and children who are faced with homelessness. They offer a variety of services to
help mothers find work and set themselves up for success on their own. Antonia’s
project focused on the children of the St. Louise House. The summer reading program
benefitted about 72 children ranging from ages 2-18. Her initial goal was to collect
about 300 books, but thanks to the generosity of St. Theresa, she collected over 1,000
books. With such response, Antonia was able to also create a library for the St. Louise
House. Antonia plans to attend the University of Texas and hopes to do something in
the public health field.
In 2012, Marissa signed up to volunteer at the Austin Special Olympics Volleyball
Tournament. She was amazed at how big the organization was, with so many athletes
competing. After hearing that they are always short on volunteers, Marissa decided
on her Gold Award project, Building Partnerships – Special Olympics and Westwood
Volleyball. The goal was that every year the Special Olympics could rely on a group
of volunteers from the Westwood Volleyball team. During Warrior Night, an annual
introduction night for volleyball players and their parents, Marissa gave a presentation
explaining her project and what she wanted to accomplish. Marissa also created an
outline for every future team representative to follow. Marissa is attending Texas Tech
and is studying kinesiology with plans on becoming a physical therapist.

Marissa Vargas
Building Partnerships
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Anjali Venkatesh
Texas Refugee Training

With a goal to inspire others through her Gold Award project, Career Specific
Trainings for Refugees in Texas, Anjali wanted to focus on the importance of helping
refugees find work. After volunteering with Bhutanese refugees, Anjali learned
that above anything else, most refugees are eager to learn; about the American
culture, the language, the lifestyle, and how they can fit in. So, Anjali began creating
a detailed manual for refugees on how to get career specific training. She also
included lists of community colleges and trade schools that’d be able to offer these
trainings. The goal for the manual was to provide a comprehensive resource packet
that is thorough yet easy to understand so that refugees can read and understand it
on their own. The manual was given and will continue to be distributed to refugees
from different parts of the world. Upon graduation, she will attend the University of
California at Berkeley and major in microbial biology and international relations.
As an active member on the Girl Scouts robotics team for six years, Stephanie
channeled her passion for robotics into her Gold Award project, System Start-Up.
She developed a starter kit for rookie robotics teams that included instructions,
sample documents, and robot designs so that any student who was interested in
starting a team had the resources at their disposal. System Start-Up has assisted
two teams in the Austin area and Stephanie is planning on expanding the reach of
her project in the future. Stephanie is currently a senior at Westwood High School.
Next year, Stephanie is planning to take a gap year and travel to Ecuador where she
will have a full-time community service job. After that she will be attending Tufts
University in Boston.

Stephanie Waugh
System Start-Up

Dezra Weakley

For her Gold Award project, Dezra constructed The Learning Center at Monterey
Oaks Community Garden, to educate students and the local community about
gardening and to encourage them to take advantage of the raised gardening beds.
The learning center – a quirky gazebo – has an inviting appeal and houses an
encased bulletin board that contains information about every aspect of growing
food; building garden beds, composting, seeding and transplanting, friends and foes
of plants, local harvest calendars and even recipes for grown food. The school will
continue to use her project to educate incoming students and the community. Dezra
is a senior at Bowie High School and a Varsity Cheerleader and is currently enrolled
in ACC earning credits. She hopes to transfer her credits to The University of Texas at
Austin and join the new medical program.

Monterey Oaks Learning Center

After playing music at a nursing home, she discovered that the fine arts are a great
way for the elderly to interact with high schoolers. Through her Gold Award project,
Nursing Home Outreach: Fine Arts for the Elderly, Zoelle coordinated with high
school fine arts teachers to send band, choir, orchestra, and art students to perform
for the elderly at the Garden of Estates. Her project was made sustainable after
integrating the program into Interact, a student led organization that is dedicated
to volunteering. By benefitting both young and old, Zoelle’s project proves to be an
inspiring opportunity to positively impact the community and society as a whole.
Zoelle is a graduate of Temple High School in Temple and will be attending the
University of Texas at Austin to study aerospace engineering.

Zoelle Wong
Fine Arts for the Elderly
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2016–2017
GSCTX National Young
Women of Distinction Nominees
Congratulations to this year’s nominees!
Each year, GSUSA honors exceptionally outstanding Gold Award projects by selecting
ten Gold Girl Scouts as National Young Women of Distinction. We are so proud of
this year’s nominees from Girl Scouts of Central Texas! Read more about their projects below.

Devika Kumar
Through her project, Menstrual Hygiene in Rural India, Devika not only
found a solution to help girls in rural India acess essential hygiene
products, but also educated them on a taboo - yet standard, biological
topic. By raising over $4,500 in donations she was able to buy the
machine, the supplies, and cover the cost of transporting the machine to
rural villages in India. There, the women were taught how to operate the
machine and create a business from selling the sanitary products.

Miranda Pizer
For her project, Braille Literacy and Audio Library, Miranda provided the
National Federation of the Blind of Texas with 30 Braille/Print books and
30 accompanying audio files to help reduce illiteracy among blind and
low vision children here in Texas. She raised the funds needed at an
awareness concert last spring and donated these resources to the NFBTX,
Lone Star Chapter. They will be added to their program library and used
during their summer Bell Program literacy camps.

Stephanie Waugh
Stephanie is CEO of the Girl Scout robotics team, The Lady Cans, and has
a passion for inspiring people to pursue STEM activities in high school and
beyond. In her Gold Award project System Start-Up, she created a kit with
all the information needed to start new robotics teams. This kit included
sample handbooks and business plans, 3D designed robots to use as
guides for new teams to build, and many more documents that make
it possible to create new teams and to help them thrive in the growing
robotics community.
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2016–2017

Scholarship Awardees
Founder’s Scholarships
Savannah Broughton
Jordyn Buckland
Jackie Doss
Christina Erwin
Analisa Rodriguez
Sara Spencer
Lauren Tharp
Kayla Williams

Vandegrift High School
Stony Point High School
East View High School
Round Rock High School
Stony Point High School
Brenham High School
Round Rock High School
Luling High School

Lake Austin (Cedar Park)
Sage Frontier SU (Round Rock)
Red Poppy SU (Georgetown)
Sage Frontier SU (Round Rock)
Old Settlers SU (Round Rock)
Brenham SU (Manchaca)
Sage Frontier SU (Round Rock)
Melon Patch SU (Luling)

Additional Scholarships
A Mother’s Love Scholarship
Dianna Starr
Cedar Ridge High School
Dan Robertson Memorial Scholarship
Marissa Anderson
Live Oak Classical School
Leslie Midgley Scholarship
Anderson High School
Julie Morales
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Taylor Breeden
Lake Travis High School
Travis B. Bryan High School
Emily Hubacek
GSCTX Alumnae Scholarship
Ashley Bruno
Penn Academy
Vanessa Gonzales
Hendrickson High School
Stephanie Waugh
Westwood High School
Kirsten Billhardt Scholarship
Zoelle Wong
Temple High School
The Ollie & Evelyn Finke Memorial Scholarship
Elizabeth Hynum
Brenham High School
Dakota Catron
Brenham High School
Shannon Robinson Memorial Scholarship
Miranda Pizer
Leander High School
Women of Distinction / Brock Fleming Memorial Scholarship
Solana Oliver
McCallum Fine Arts Academy

Forest Trails SU (Round Rock)
Greater Waco SU (Waco)
Bluebonnet Valley SU (Austin)
Lake Hill SU (Austin)
Bryan/College Station SU (Bryan)
Dripping Springs SU (Dripping Springs)
Pfirefly SU (Pflugerville)
Lady Bird SU (Austin)
Central Bell SU (Temple)
Brenham SU (Brenham)
Brenham SU (Brenham)
Crystal Falls SU (Leander)
Sunnyside SU (Austin)

Scholarship Committee
Janie Mehrens (Chair)
Linda Binns
Patricia Gerling

Alice Scarbrough
Karen Smith
Kelly Sult

Shirley Moehlmann*
*Head of the Ollie & Evelyn Finke
Scholarship Committee

Thank you for your hard
work and dedication!

Eesha,

We are all so proud of
your achievements!

Lots of love,

Pappa, Mamma, Akka

Our Dear AbbyYou BLEW us away with your Bronze
Award, then STUNNED us with your Silver
Award, but your Gold Award has us AGOG
with GRATIFICATION of your GREAT
achievement!
You are truly one of a kind and we are so
proud of your dedication to Girl Scouts from
elementary school through high school!

We love you!

Mama, Daddy, Tess, Pup & Memaw

SCOUTING RISES WITHIN
YOU AND INSPIRES YOU TO
PUT FORTH YOUR BEST.
— JULIETTE GORDON LOW

